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PRESS RELEASE 
Santiago, le 14 January 2005  Ref : 04003 – COM 

 

CPMR POLITICAL BUREAU: 
LAYING THE CORNERSTONE OF EUROPE’S MARITIME DIMENSION AND 

SOLIDARITY WITH SOUTH-EAST ASIA  
 

 
The Political Bureau of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe (CPMR) met on 14 January 
in Santiago de Compostela at the invitation of Galicia Region. 
 
Joe Borg, European Commissioner in charge of maritime affairs, speaking on the Green Paper on European 
Maritime Policy to be published in 2006, expressed “his need, his willingness and his determination to 
receive contributions”. “My participation in this Political Bureau session is one of our first meetings together. 
More technical meetings will follow.” 
Claudio Martini, President of the CPMR and of Tuscany Region assured the Commissioner of the motivation 
expressed by the network of maritime regions. 38 of them are currently joining forces to come up with policy 
and strategy proposals on how the maritime dimension can contribute towards European competitiveness. 
Jean-Yves Le Drian, President of Brittany Region, urged the Commissioner to initiate a consultation phase as 
early as possible to allow the results of the Green Paper to be carried forward before the renewal of the 
European Commission and Parliament. A long-term job is now under way, which when completed should 
allow for a lasting enhancement of Europe’s currently unexploited or poorly exploited maritime potential. 
 
In addition, the Political Bureau decided to set up a solidarity fund for regions hit by the tsunami on 26 
December. This will be used to co-finance decentralised cooperation for actions carried out in the medium 
and long term, subsequent to emergency relief efforts. These actions will comply with the principles of 
sustainability and WEHAB priorities: Water, Energy, Health, Agriculture, Biodiversity. 
This initiative is led under the umbrella of the nrg4SD network (Network of Regional Governments for 
Sustainable Development). Paul Vergès, President of Reunion Island, proposed that the CPMR coordinate 
this action in its capacity as member and treasurer of the network. 
 
The CPMR also appeals to the European institutions to introduce or help to introduce the necessary 
measures to prevent this type of disaster, not only on a global scale in a show of solidarity with the poorest 
countries, but also within the territory of the EU and its closest neighbours. It thinking here especially of 
areas in the Mediterranean, Atlantic (the mid Atlantic rift) and the Black Sea that are subject to a high level of 
seismic activity. 
 
Europe is not shielded from this type of disaster and should not be over-confident in this respect.  
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