
  

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Brussels, 11 February 2008  
 

FOGAR: WELCOME TO THE EUROPEAN UNION 

 

“To ensure that the voice of Regions is heard in globalisation, to organise new rules for strategic governance including 
sub-state tiers of government and to promote working together among the various regions of the world… “With these 
words Claudio Martini, presented the goals of the Forum of Global Associations of Regions (FOGAR) an 
association which brings together 12 regional organisations1 in the whole world, including the Conference of 
Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) and the Association of European Border Regions. On 8 February 2008, 
Claudio Martini, who has been chairing FOGAR since its creation in Cape Town in August 2007, opened the 
work of this Association’s Political Bureau, made up of one representative of each regional organisation. 
After being received by the most important organisations of the UN based in New York last November, 
FOGAR met in Brussels, in order to also get in touch with the European Institutions.  
 
The Committee of Regions hosted this meeting and its new President Luc Van den Brande was one of the 
main speakers. “I welcome this initiative and this world regional organisation” said the President elected last 
week to chair the Committee of the Regions. His speech underlined the importance of Regions in the 
European construction process and the fact that this experience could also be used as a model for non 
European countries.  
 
Eneko Landaburu, External Relation’s Director-General at the European Commission (DG RELEX) shared 
the same point of view: “I am surprised to see how people outside Europe are interested in our adventure, in what we 
have done. We are still far from a real political integration, but we have created a good base. Now we should not stop, 
but look forward… “ He recalled that the “main stakeholders” of the EU are the member states, however due to 
a political movement which started with Jacques Delors, Regions started to express their voice in Europe. 
“We can export a model of regional integration that can become a key element to face globalisation better. We have been 
creating cohesion among citizens in Europe and in a period when history and geography were reconciled in our 
continent… cohesion is the top issue”. Landaburu added that the European Commission should be a “think 
tank” for analysing External Relation issues, as it was a “think tank” for the creation of the Internal Market. 
“In the Commission we are already imagining how the relation between India and Europe, China and Europe, Africa 
and Europe, and South America and Europe will be in coming decades.  Unfortunately, Member States are not able to 
project themselves so far…therefore the role of the Commission is also so important at the global level.” 
 
Dirk Ahner, Director-General at DG REGIO and Bernard Petit, Deputy Director-General at DG DEV also 
attended the FOGAR Political Bureau representing the European Commission. Mr. Ahner explained to the 
non-European participants how regional policy works in the EU and which possibilities it offers to countries 

                                                           
1 Member Networks: AIRF: Association Internationale des Régions Francophones, AEBR : Association of European Border Regions; 
CPMR: Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions, CRECENEA: Comisión Regional de Comercio Exterior del NorEste Argentino, 
Norte Grande Argentino, IT4ALL : Network of local authorities for the information society, Northern Forum : International Association of 
Regional Governments from the Arctic Region, nrg4SD : Network of Regional Governments for Sustainable Development, OLAGI : 
Latin-American Organisation of Intermediate Governments, ZICOSUR: Integration Zone of West Central South America, Conference of 
Leaders of the EU’s Outermost Regions , Tanger-Tétouan Region , Brittany Region , CPMR Inter-Mediterranean Commission  
 



  

 
located outside of Europe. Bernard Petit for the General Directorate of Development indicated that the EU is 
the biggest contributor in the world for development aids and he added that the Commission is creating a 
new cooperation between European and non-European Regions. “We will promote twinning between Regions at 
the world level” he said, “a cooperation platform and “stock market” for cooperation where contributors and receiver 
regions will meet.” 
 
Alberto João Jardim, President of Madeira (PT) and former President of the CPMR pointed out that Europe 
should export not only the model for Economic and Social Cohesion but also for the Territorial Cohesion. 
People from peripheral Regions must face natural handicaps everyday. Mrs. Priscilla Post-Wohl, Executive 
Director of the Northern Forum, an Association of Regions from the Arctic zone (from Japan to Alaska across 
China, Korea, Russia, Canada,…) agreed, saying that for peripheral Regions, globalisation is an opportunity 
not to be missed and FOGAR will certainly help them to make their voice heard at the world level. Dirk 

Ahner added that the European Commission is preparing a Green Paper on territorial cohesion for 
September 2008.  
 
The next appointments for FOGAR are the “2nd Second International Convention on a regional and local 

approach to development” which will be held in Tangiers (MA), on 12-14 May 2008 and the “2nd world 
summit on Regions and Climate Change” organised by the global Network of Regional Governments for 
Sustainable Development (www.nrg4sd.net) on 29 and 30 October 2008 in Saint-Malo (F). 
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