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PRESS RELEASE 

Brussels, 1 February 2008 Ref: CRPMCOM080003 
 

THE CPMR PARTICIPATES IN THE EU SUSTAINABLE ENERGY WEEK 
AND GIVES ITS VIEWS ON THE ENERGY PACKAGE  

 
During the EU Sustainable Energy Week1 organised by the European Commission in Brussels, the Energy 
Working Group of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe (CPMR)—chaired by 
Navarre Region—organised a meeting2 on “Sustainable energy policies in the peripheral and maritime regions of 
Europe” at the Committee of the Regions on 30 January 2008. Alyn Smith, MEP, and Samuele Furfari, 
Deputy Head of Unit at the Commission (DG TREN) joined the meeting and discussed certain aspects of the 
European Commission’s new Energy Package with the participants.  
 
With regard to this document, the CPMR firstly welcomed the fact that the Commission’s proposals take up 
the ban on any practices that discriminate against peripheral regions and islands in the pricing of electricity 
transmission and distribution. It also welcomed the Commission’s stated intention to work towards the 
simplification of administrative procedures that hold up or hinder the development of renewable energies.  
 
However, the CPMR regretted that the Commission, having overtly acknowledged that the harmful effects 
of climate change are much more important than certain aesthetic or environmental concerns, did not have 
anything to say about this in the Energy Package. “We are talking about pressure groups’ improper use of 
environmental legislation” said the CPMR Energy Group’s Coordinator, Jean Didier Hache, “especially 
concerning birds, to oppose the siting of wind farms in protected areas.” Angus Campbell, Vice Convenor of 
Western Isles Council, expressed his dismay that the Scottish Government could stop the development of 
one of Europe’s largest wind farms on the Isle of Lewis for “environmental reasons”. The CPMR intends to 
seize the opportunity presented by the text’s reading in Parliament to request that efforts to tackle the causes 
of climate change come before any other environmental considerations.  
 
The CPMR gave a broadly positive welcome to the Commission’s proposals on the creation of a “transfer” 
system for guarantees of origin of renewable energy sources. In the long term, such a system could help 
establish a virtual market, which would be favourable to the EU’s maritime peripheries. As these regions 
have considerable renewable energy potential, they could “sell” their guarantees of origin to countries that 
are less well-equipped. However, such a mechanism could have perverse effects by encouraging certain 
member states to use the market for guarantees of origin to meet their quotas rather than making the 
necessary investment at home. The CPMR also believes that the 5MW minimum suggested by the 
Commission in the Energy Package is too high, and that this should be significantly reduced to allow small 
producers in rural areas to reap advantages from the guarantee of origin system.  
 
Other issues attracted the CPMR’s attention during the discussions, such as the prospect of burying carbon 
dioxide at sea or in former offshore oil or gas fields, particularly in the North Sea. The CPMR is very aware 
about the potential impact certain technologies might have on maritime resources and the territories that 

                                                      
1
 http://www.eusew.eu/index.cfm 

 
2 http://www.crpm.org/en/index.php?act=6,1,2,61 
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depend on them, and asks the Commission to ensure that the precautionary principle is respected and that 
very thorough impact studies be carried out before undertaking the slightest development. 
 
Lastly, the complex matter of biofuel met with mixed reactions. Local production of biofuel can of course 
contribute to sustainable development and rural economies, but the prospect of widespread global use of 
agricultural land to produce fuel instead of food raises serious reservations. “I can assure you,” said Alyn 

Smith when talking about the European Parliament’s co-decision powers “that the issue of biofuel poses an 
enormous problem for all of the political groups in the European Parliament: it’s not just the Green Group—which I 
belong to—that is hostile, but also most MEPs.”  
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