
  

 
 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Barcelona, 25 January 2008 

Ref:  
 

AFTER ENLARGEMENT, A EUROPEAN UNION CONVERGENCE 

POLICY FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN 
 

 

The Mediterranean Regions of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe (CPMR) 
met for a Political Bureau meeting in Barcelona, on Friday 25 January 2008, at the invitation of Mr José 
Montilla Aguilera, President of the Generalitat de Catalunya.  Almost 13 years after the 1995 
Barcelona agreements, it was appropriate – in this highly symbolic location – to propose the 
foundations of a renewed Euro-Mediterranean partnership after 2013 to meet the new economic and 
social challenges of the Mediterranean basin in the context of globalisation. 

The President Generalitat de Catalunya, Mr José Montilla Aguilera, also stressed the necessity to give 
new life to the process initiated in 1995 in Barcelona and, therefore, announced the intention to 
convene the “2nd Euro-Med Regional Conference Barcelona +15” to be held in 2010 in Barcelona, 
within the context of the 15th anniversary of the Euro-Mediterranean partnership. 
 
On this occasion, Mr Michel Vauzelle, President of the Inter-Mediterranean Commission and 
President of the Region Provence-Alpes-Cote d’Azur (FR) presented a new strategy for the 
Mediterranean to his colleagues from Mediterranean Regions.  “A renewed Euro-Mediterranean 
Partnership for peace, employment and sustainable development”.  Beyond the final declaration, which was 
unanimously adopted, a support document co-signed by the IEMED (European Institute of the 
Mediterranean), CESPI (Centro Studi di Politica Internazionale) and the Marseille Institute of the 
Mediterranean, recommends a new European Union convergence policy for the period 2014-2020 
targeting the States and Regions situated at the external borders of the EU, as well as the necessity to 
prepare this context from 2008 to 2013 by proposing, in particular, to unite the efforts of all partners of 
international, European, State, and (of course) regional and local  institutions. 
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“In the context of globalisation, the future of the Mediterranean is inseparable from the future of the European 
project,” said Mr Michel Vauzelle.  “It is, above all, in the strategic interest of Europe to cooperate closely 
with the countries in the South and the East of the Mediterranean to confront their socio-economic, employment 
and environmental difficulties.  I believe that from now on we have to prepare the implementation of a genuine 
structural policy which is relatively comparable in its intensity and its arrangements, to that implemented 
within the framework of the successive enlargements of the European Union.” 
 
Mr Claudio Martini, President of the Region of Tuscany (IT) and President of the CPMR recalled the 
seminar which the CPMR had organised last week in Seville, on the future of European regional 
policies after 20131, with the participation of European Commissioner Danuta Hübner, and Mr Dirk 

Ahner, Director General of DG Regio.  “In the presence of the Commissioner; we discussed the possibility to 
create a convergence policy for the Mediterranean after 2013.  Of course, Mrs Hübner could not commit herself 
on this point, but she is aware that the challenge of peace and of dialogue requires a concrete, courageous and 
visionary commitment from everyone.  The widening to the East of Europe, a very positive aspect in the recent 
history of the continent, does not aim to weaken the strategic value of our southern border.  On the contrary, this 
value is ever increasing as it speaks of peace, of multi-cultural and multi-religion dialogue, of safety, of 
cooperation with Africa, the Balkans and the Middle East.” 

Mr João Varejao Faria, President of the Algarve Region (PT) also participated in the talks and 
highlighted the necessity to update the declaration adopted in 2005 on the 10th anniversary of the 
Barcelona process in order to respond to the urgent needs of the Mediterranean, to the issues of 
development and peace in the region, and also to the future of Europe within a more balanced 
globalisation. 

In order to make their contribution to the meeting of Heads of State and the government of the Euro-
Mediterranean partnership which will take place in Paris on 13 and 14 July 2008, and also to 
participate in the discussions launched by the President of the European Commission on the future of 
the European Union project and its financial prospects after 2013, the regions present at the Political 
Bureau in Barcelona adopted a Final Declaration. 
 

To see the final declaration please open the link below 

http://www.crpm.org/pub/news/85_df_barcelone_f_28_janv_08.doc 

 
For further information, please contact: 
 
Philippe Cichowlaz  
Gsm : + 33 608109738 - Email : philippe.cichowlaz@crpm.org  
Web: www.crpm.org  

                                                           
 
1 http://www.crpm.org/pub/presse/96_com-seville_en-def.pdf 
 


