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A PROJECT FOR POST-2013 EUROPE? 
 
The publication of two Communications by the European Commission – one dealing with the review 
of the EU budget, and one on the future of cohesion policy – has launched the debate on the future of 
Europe’s regional policy after 2013. The Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR), in 
collaboration with the Committee of the Regions (CoR) and under the patronage of the Spanish 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, organised a seminar entitled “Which future for regional 
policies after 2013?”, which took place on Friday 18 January 2008 in Seville, at the invitation of Manuel 
Chaves Gonzales, President of Andalucía Region. 
 
The aim of the seminar was to allow for an open debate on regional policy and its future after 2013, 
before the discussions become “bogged down” in financial considerations. Within this context, the 
CPMR presented its current position and first proposals on “A project for post-2013 Europe?” [1]. This 
document proposes that after 2014, cohesion policy, which is at the heart of the European model and 
which is more pertinent than ever today in view of the different impacts globalisation has on different 
territories, should distinguish between, on the one hand, a convergence policy targeting the least 
prosperous States and Regions, pre-accession countries, the States situated at the external borders of 
the EU, and the outermost Regions; and on the other hand a policy of territorial excellence for all the 
Regions of Europe. This latter should be geared towards strengthening regional knowledge and 
innovation capacities, adapting to climate change and mitigating its impact on the environment, and 
rural development. 
 
Commissioner Danuta Hübner and Dirk Ahner, Director General of the DG for Regional Policy, 
represented the European Commission in the debates, and the Spanish government was represented 
by Albert Navarro State Secretary for European Affairs. Contributions from the European Parliament 
were made by Lambert Van Nistelrooij, MEP, EPP spokesman on regional policy, Ambroise Guellec, 
MEP, rapporteur on the Fourth Cohesion Report, and Gerardo Galeote, MEP, Chairman of the 
Committee on Regional Development. For the Committee of the Regions, Michael Schneider, member 
of the CoR and rapporteur on the Fourth Cohesion Report, and CoR President Michel Delebarre also 
took part in the debates. 
 

                                                           
[1] http://www.crpm.org/pub/agenda/494_crpm_seville_politique_cohesion_211207_en.pdf 
 
  



 “After the biggest enlargement in its history”, said Danuta Hübner to the participants “the European 
Union is now clarifying its objectives and re-defining its policies. Globalisation has brought about new 
challenges and issues which – like climate change, energy and migration – have come to the centre of the 
European debate. Solidarity and competitiveness, cohesion and growth are at the core of this reflection”. Before 
the end of the year, the Commissioner for Regional Policy intends to publish a report on scenarios of 
the socio-economic situation of the European regions by 2020. “Today,” she added, “we think that the 
cohesion policy can best support growth in regions by helping them to turn into competitive players on the 
global market.” 
 
Globalisation was also one of the issues raised by Claudio Martini, President of Tuscany Region, 
President of the CPMR, and member of the CoR, in his opening address. “Global circumstances are very 
different today from those that existed in 2000, and they will certainly be different again in 2013. These deep-
seated changes call for equally radical changes in the policies that respond to them. It is no longer enough simply 
to adapt existing policies once again. Nobody today would dream of using software dating from the 1980s in a 
brand new computer. The global computer is becoming more powerful; we need to design modern European 
software that is adapted to it!”  
 
Michel Delebarre presented the state of the Committee of the Regions’ thinking. “We remain deeply 
committed to cohesion policy”, stated the CoR President, “and its different strands: ‘convergence’, ‘regional 
competitiveness’ and ‘territorial cooperation’.” For Mr Delebarre, cohesion policy had more than proved 
its effectiveness on the ground, its capacity to adapt to the diverse social, economic, and geographical 
situations brought about by the successive enlargements of the Union, and demonstrated that it fulfils 
a real mission of European interest by creating synergies between the different levels of European, 
national, regional and local governance. “We are openly opposed to anything that looks like re-
nationalisation, which would inevitably lead to responses that are insufficient, ineffective, and incoherent at the 
level of the continent.” Lastly, Mr Delebarre declared his opposition to a reduction in the EU budget. 
“The mission of the Union cannot be restricted to responding to new challenges; it must retain its objective of 
integration. The Union must continue to work toward completion of the single market… Consequently, it must 
be given a significant budget, and the current trend towards a reduction in the size of the European budget does 
not seem to us to be at all justified.” 
 
Albert Navarro, the Spanish State Secretary for European Affairs, cited his country as an example 
when he underlined the importance of maintaining a large-scale cohesion policy. “Under the former 
financial framework, EU solidarity allocated about 57 billion Euros to Spain over a period of seven years… 
Today our country is a clear example of the good functioning of the EU’s cohesion policy. For the previous 
programming period 2000-2006, we can ascribe up to 2,4% of our economic growth to cohesion policy”. For Mr 
Navarro, the process of integrating the 27 Member States can only be successful if the States and the 
Regions direct their policies towards achieving average levels of social and economic welfare. 
 
Manuel Chaves Gonzales, President of Andalucía Region, gave a very pro-European speech which 
reflected his satisfaction with the December agreement.  “The new Treaty is not a finishing point but 
rather a starting point…What is significant is that the European Union now has a new Treaty, which is better 
than the previous one, better than that which all the core standards which governed the European Union stood 
for”… On the issue of cohesion, Mr Chaves stated, “The more globalisation becomes essential, the more it 
proves necessary to establish a balance between EU decisions and the consequences on the regional level.  It 
seems cohesion policy offers an adequate framework to meet this difficulty and it appears essential and a priority 
to opt for a fair economic and social development – and the regions must participate in the definition and the 
implementation of this.” 
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