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PRESS RELEASE 

Brussels, 20 December 2007 Ref : CRPMCOM070059 

AN INTEGRATED MARITIME POLICY AT LAST! 

The Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) applauds the conclusions of the Portuguese 
Presidency presented last week. 

“The Presidency’s conclusions talked about the sea. It is a result we could not have imagined several years ago!” 
Claudio Martini, President of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) and Tuscany 
Region, welcomes the launch of the integrated maritime policy and trusts in the European Commission’s 
services that will be unveiling the initiatives and proposals of the Action Plan presented with the Blue Paper 
and urging the future presidencies to introduce an integrated maritime policy for the EU. “The Commission is 
invited to submit a progress report to the European Council at the end of 2009,” added Claudio Martini. “Our 
Regions will be offering the Commission their contributions to help draft this report, in the same way as they offered 
their expertise and good practices during the White Paper consultation period.” 

“The Blue Paper 1,” said Jean-Yves Le Drian, Vice-President of the CPMR and President of the Region of 
Brittany, “contains a number of positive points such as the creation and implementation of maritime clusters; the 
integration of the ILO (International Labour Organisation) Convention on labour rights into EU law; the introduction 
of pilot projects to reduce the effects of climate change on the coasts; proposals for the dismantling of old vessels and the 
European strategy for marine and maritime research which will be presented by the Commission in 2008.” 

Nevertheless the CPMR has also underlined the shortcomings of the Blue Paper. 

The priorities put forward by the CPMR since the arrival of Commissioner Borg in 2004 have aimed at 
giving the Regions a major role in delivering integrated maritime policy and at considering the sea basin as 
the most relevant level of transnational maritime governance. Unfortunately, the Blue Paper leaves to the 
States the responsibility of developing maritime policies and involving the Regions. Despite the strong 
lobbying of the CPMR Geographical Commissions and their detailed proposals, reference to the sea basin 
has not been included in the Blue Paper. 

In a context of uncertainty as to how far the European Union is actually committed to maritime policy, the 
CPMR decided at its 2007 General Assembly to set up an internal working group called Aquamarina. Led by 
Brittany Region, it will run for two years in 2008 and 2009 corresponding to the implementation period of 
the Action Plan accompanying the Blue Paper. The aim is to follow up the EU action plan and to analyse the 
need for changes to EU policies that may not have been taken into account in the Blue Paper and Action 
Plan. This will allow the CPMR to put forward proposals to the EU in these areas and to organise exchanges 
of experiences between Regions. 
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1 The CPMR’s reaction to the Blue Paper is available at the following URL: http://www.crpm.org/en/index.php?act=4,4,3,11  


