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PORTS AND MARITIME TRANSPORT  
- SEMINAR IN GIJÓN -  

 
In order to discuss the usefulness of an EU ports policy, the role of maritime transport in 
neighbourhood policy, the maritime transport priorities of the EU, as well as to reduce road 
congestion and to contribute to sustainable development, the CPMR organised a seminar on the 19 
November 2007 in Gijón (Asturias-ES) at the invitation of Mr Álvarez Areces, President of the 
Principality of Asturias, with the backing of the City and Port Authority of Gijón.  
 
Jacques Barrot, European Commissioner for Transport, contributed to the discussions by 
demonstrating how the EU was very open-minded with regards to maritime transport.  “The CPMR 
must play its part more than ever, as globalisation is increasing transport and in particular maritime transport, 
which is one of the most compatible with the environment,” declared Jacques Barrot in his speech on the 
issue of ports, motorways of the sea and maritime safety.  “For motorways of the sea to be more 
interesting, we need to simplify the bureaucracy for the delivery of goods and an integrated maritime space will 
help us meet this challenge.  Today, maritime transport is not competitive as customs controls apply even to 
deliveries within the EU,” concluded the French Commissioner. 
 
This attitude was also shared by other speakers representing the EU: Mr Luis Grandes Pascual, 
Member of the European Parliament Committee on Transport, Mr Jean Trestour, Head of Unit at DG 
TREN, European Commission, and Mrs Natércia Cabral, Chairperson, Institute for Ports and 
Maritime Transport, Portugal who spoke on behalf of the EU Presidency.  “The European Parliament 
has contributed to the creation of a maritime policy in Europe.  First with the Directive on port services 
introduced in 2001 by Mrs Loyola de Palacio, up to the consultation on the Green Paper.  We commit to the 
development of the sea as an instrument for growth in order to improve cohesion of the peripheral regions in 
respect for the environment,” declared Luis Grandes Pascual on behalf of the Parliament.   
 
Discussions focused on the sharp growth of transport in Europe and on the development of the sea as 
an instrument to kick-start sustainable and competitive transport.  The very sharp growth in European 
road transport has led to the view that other modes of transport (inland waterway, rail, maritime) 
should be able to offer complementary or alternative solutions to reduce congestion on Europe’s 
roads, especially in the main bottleneck areas (mountain passes1, border crossings, large cities).  In 
addition, more stringent social regulations in the road transport sector, as well as higher fuel costs, 
have made it necessary to seek alternatives to the “all-road” solution. 
 
Paul Tourret, Director of ISEMAR (Institute Supérieur d’Economie Maritime) noted that, "Between 1995 
and 2004, the growth rate of Short Sea Shipping in EU-25 reached 32% (in tonne-kilometres), compared to 35% 
for road transport. Short Sea Shipping accounts for 39% of total traffic in EU-25, in t-km, while the share of 
road transport is 44%.”  

                                                           
1 In 2004, 6 million lorries crossed the Pyrenees and 3 million crossed the Alps 



The Motorways of the Sea and Short Sea Shipping could be instruments for a stronger growth in 
Europe and to encourage member countries who have been re-contacted following the Lisbon 
agreement.  “All this leaves me thinking that on 13 December, the Treaty will be signed.  This signifies that we 
are in the process of moving forward again; our continent is progressing with initiative and innovation, having a 
positive effect on the life of our citizens.” Declared Mr Alvares Areces, President of the Principality of 
Asturias and President of the CPMR Atlantic Arc Commission.  However, for the sea to be more 
competitive, the EU should envisage an “internal shipping market” as sea journeys from one Member 
State to another are considered as external.  In addition, either cost or time remain restricting factors 
for maritime transport. 
 
“Who, 30 years ago, would have bet on the success of Gioia Tauro? In the same way, 15 years ago who would 
have imagined that the Port of Tanger could, in the short term, compete with Algeciras, Malta and Gioia Tauro 
as a container transhipment port, as a Mediterranean “hub” to use a technical term?” Through these 
questions Claudio Martini, President of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) 
and of Tuscany, finally introduced the debate on the sea and the neighbourhood.  On the fringes of 
the European Union, the story accelerates; the energy supply issues disrupt maritime flows, the 
emergence of mega container carriers modifies the geography of the flows and competitive 
advantages.  “What response can the European Union put forward, between its commitment to helping its 
neighbours, the concern to avoid putting ports in danger, the necessity to protect the common seas and therefore 
to respect a high level of environmental constraints everywhere?”  Concluded Claudio Martini. 
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