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PRESS RELEASE 

Brussels, 9 October 2007 Ref : CRPMCOM070049 

CAP: CPMR LAUNCHES THE DEBATE ON THE REGIONAL ASPECTS 
OF THE HEALTH CHECK  

 
Agriculture, climate change, EU budget, economic and social cohesion, and also maritime policy and 
globalisation are the issues on the agenda in Florence on 18 and 19 October 2007, at the 35th General 
Assembly of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR). 
 
CPMR is starting a year-long thought process on the territorial effects of funding under the first pillar of the 
CAP in the form of direct payments and market price support. An initial study (available on the website 
http://www.crpm.org/pub/docs/157_note-pac-en.pdf), complete with detailed maps, allows regions to be 
classed according to the extent to which their farming sector depends on this first pillar. On this basis, CPMR 
will undertake an analysis of the data included in the CAP health check due to be published by the 
European Commission. “How can the first pillar contribute to territorial cohesion? How can the regions be involved 
in implementing the second pillar?” The issues at stake lie partly in EU policy and partly in the current WTO 
negotiations, where the relative importance of both authorities depends on the types of production in which 
the regions specialise. The outcome of this interregional study will be presented in a high-level seminar in 
autumn 2008, attended by Commissioner Fischer Boel and the French Presidency of the EU represented by 
Minister Michel Barnier. 
 
Finally, Joe Borg, Commissioner for Fisheries and Maritime Affairs will be in Florence to present the blue 
paper on maritime policy that will be unveiled tomorrow by the European Commission. During the General 
Assembly meeting, the six-month Portuguese Presidency will be represented by Mr João Mira Gomes, State 
Secretary for Defence and Maritime Affairs, and Mr João Ferrao, State Secretary for Spatial Planning, who 
will speak on the need for territorial cohesion in Europe. 
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