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PRESS RELEASE 

Brussels, 28 September 2007 Ref: CRPMCOM070047 

MR MARTINI, CPMR, TELLS THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION:  
”THE REGIONS ARE WILLING TO FINANCE THE EUROPEAN PROJECT, PROVIDED 
THAT THEY ARE INVOLVED IN DEFINING SHARED OBJECTIVES AND MEANS” 

As a follow-up to the publication of the “Fourth Report on Economic and Social Cohesion”, adopted by the European 
Commission on 30 May this year, the issues presented in the report were discussed at the “Fourth European 
Forum on Cohesion” held in Brussels on 27 & 28 September. This event brought together representatives at 
European, national, regional and local level from all Member States, the candidate countries and the EU 
institutions. The Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) was represented by its President 
Claudio Martini, President of Tuscany Region and Member of the Committee of the Regions, who addressed the 
forum during the session entitled “Responding to challenges: Regions as Actors of Growth and Competitiveness”.  The 
CPMR was the only European Regional Association to take part in the debates. 

The CPMR warmly welcomes the document published by the Commission in May, but wishes to see the 
territories placed at the heart of the European project. “It is today impossible and unthinkable to continue the 
construction of Europe without its citizens; the results of the French and Dutch referendums on the Constitutional Treaty 
are one demonstration of this,” stated Mr Martini in his address to the Plenary Session. “Although recognition of the 
regional level in the draft Treaty is a step forward, the extent to which the Regions are involved in the design and delivery of 
policies still varies widely and remains globally insufficient.” 

The CPMR sees the Regions being confronted on a day-to-day basis with the consequences of global upheavals, 
whether related to climate change or economic changes. But it believes above all that the Regions are reservoirs 
of growth, and that this should be stimulated. “We have heard the message,” Mr Martini continued. “In the 
future it will no longer be a case of going to the EU authorities and seeking community funding as something 
‘owing’ to us. On the contrary, we are today willing to participate fully in the European project, including 
financially by co-financing projects, but on one condition: that we are involved in defining the shared objectives 
and the means to be put in place.” 

Claudio Martini also drew attention to the political choice now facing Europe. It could either take the path 
chosen today by the majority and sacrifice its founding values on the alter of total competition – in which case it 
would have to accept the social and environmental consequences – or it could choose to defend its founding 
values by promoting them on a global scale. “This second option is a costly one,” concluded Mr Martini. “But it is 
the option chosen by the CPMR because we believe it is by winning this battle that Europe will remain competitive on the 
global scale.” 

The CPMR, which will hold its General Assembly meeting in Florence (IT) on 18/19 October, supported the 
Committee of the Regions’ proposal to set up a COR/EP working group on the Fourth Cohesion Report, but it 
proposed that interregional organisations should also be involved. 
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