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THE WORLD’S REGIONS BACK AT WORK IN CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA  
 

STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE FORUM OF NETWORKS OF WORLD REGIONS  
CAPE TOWN (SOUTH AFRICA), 24-25 AUGUST 2007 

The First International Convention for a Regional and Local Approach to Development, which was 
organised by the CPRM, the UNDP and the Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur Region in Marseille last March, 
brought together 1,200 participants – national representatives, local representatives, from the United 
Nations, associations of regional and local authorities, NGOs and civil society, international organisations 
and the European Commission – gave rise to the creation of the first global network of regions: the Forum of 
Networks of World Regions.  

The founding members of the Forum are the CPMR, the AIRF, the AEBR, IT4ALL, nrg4SD, Norte-Grande 
Argentino, Northern Forum, OLAGI, ZICOSUR, the Conference of Presidents of the Outermost Regions, the 
EU, the CPMR Intermediterranean Commission, the Regions of Tangier-Tetouan and Brittany (as organisers 
of the Convention’s next events),1 representing over 500 regions from all over the world.  

The member regions of the networks have made a commitment to: 

- Ensure that the voice of the regions is heard in globalisation: to become the correspondent of the new 
international bodies in charge of global governance, and more particularly to ultimately obtain the status of 
a United Nations approved Intergovernmental Organisation to voice the views of the regions. 

- Organise new rules for strategic governance including sub-state tiers of government: to decentralise 
globalisation so that in the areas they live in, citizens, supported by their regional authorities, can become 
stakeholders in equity-based globalisation. Global integration with persistent or increasing levels of 
inequality between the different territories within each state as well as at continent and world levels is 
unacceptable. Only a territorial development approach will make it possible to achieve sustainable peace 
and global development. 

- Work together among regions: to accompany and promote working together among the various regions of 
the world, whether they do so on cooperation for development, to exchange best practices or on tangible, 
joint projects that are of interest at territorial level. 

The Forum is chaired by Claudio Martini, President of Tuscany Region (I) and of the CPMR. The CPMR has 
been given responsibility for its General Secretariat. The Forum’s Interim Steering Committee will meet in 
Cape Town in South Africa on 24 and 25 August 2007, at the invitation of Ms Tasneem Essop, Minister of 
Environment, Planning and Economic Development of Western Cape Province.  

                                                      
1 CPMR: Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe, AIRF: International Association of French-Speaking Regions, AEBR: 
Association of European Border Regions, IT4ALL: Network of Local Authorities for the Information Society, Northern Forum: an 
international association of regional governments from the Arctic area,  nrg4SD: Network of Regional Governments for Sustainable 
Development, OLAGI: Latin-American Organisation of Intermediate Government, ZICOSUR: Central-West South American Integration 
Area.  



This meeting will present an opportunity for the members to provide an update on the activities organised 
and planned by the Forum since its creation, notably:  

- meeting with representatives of the EU, the UN and other international institutions;  

- organisation of a CPMR-UNDP Scientific Council meeting on 3 and 4 December 2007 in Lisbon, 
bringing together experts, academics and regional and international practitioners to discuss the topic 
“Regions and Globalisation”. The meeting will be opened by Mr Gomes Cravinho, International 
Development Minister and representing Portugal’s six-month Presidency of the EU. The Spatial 
Planning and Towns Minister, Mr João Ferrao, will chair one of the sessions. Representatives of 
various UN agencies as well as the World Bank and other development banks will also take part in 
the discussions; 

- preparation of the Second Convention for a Regional and Local Approach to Development, which 
will take place in Tangier-Tétouan from 12 to 14 May 2008; 

- new networks of regions joining the Forum; 

- next steps for the Forum. 

The Regions must forge an active and useful role for themselves within globalisation and make a significant 
contribution at their level to ensuring that it comes about for the benefit of all citizens across the whole 
world.  

These are the tasks that the Forum’s founding members have set themselves and which they will debate in 
Cape Town. 
 

You can find more information on our website 
http://www.crpm.org/en/index.php?act=6,1,2,60 
 
 

The CPMR in brief: 
The Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe brings together 156 regions from 28 states, both 
members and non-members of the European Union. Its objective is to promote a more balanced 
development of the Union by enhancing the assets of all its areas in order to strengthen economic, social and 
territorial cohesion. 
The Forum in brief:  
The Forum, for which the CPMR has been given responsibility for the General Secretariat, was created in 
March 2007 at the First International Convention for a Regional and Local Approach to Development. It 
currently brings together a dozen organisations from all over the world, representing over 500 regions.  
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