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THE SEA UNITES, IT DOES NOT DIVIDE  

“God desired that all the world be one, and that the sea unite, and divide it never more” Fernando Pessoa 

As the European Parliament discusses the PIECYK Report on the Maritime Green Paper, the Conference of 
Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) is holding a seminar on “Maritime Policies and Globalisation” at 
the invitation of Carlos Manuel César, President of the Azores Islands (P), with the presence of 
Commissioner Joe Borg, and under the high patronage of the Portuguese Presidency with the backing of the 
Portuguese State Secretary for Maritime Affairs, João Mira Gomes 

The Seminar, which took place on the Island of Terceira on 9 and 10 July 2007, was attended by many 
countries from five continents such as Argentina, Australia, Canada, China, the Philippines, Indonesia, 
Niger, Senegal, the USA and of course Europe, including the outermost Regions like Reunion, Guadeloupe 
and Martinique.  
 
“From one continent to another, integrated maritime policies are being put in place”, said Claudio Martini, 
President of Tuscany Region and the CPMR, in his opening speech, “I do not know who is ahead of whom in this 
area, but I do believe that exchanges of experience are useful to help us move forward. It is wonderful to be able to 
compare our ideas with those of our Chinese, American or Indonesian counterparts. 

The sea and the oceans know no borders. The global dimension emerges as an obvious part of public 
maritime policies, all the more so in the current climate of an accelerating globalisation process. This is why 
Europe feels the need to share and compare its analyses and interrogations with those of other continents 
and other players working on a maritime policy for the 21st century. 

 “Globalisation is a difficult phenomenon to define,” said the EU Commissioner Joe Borg. “It represents different 
things to different people. For some it is considered a positive force, an engine which brings increased prosperity to all. 
For others, it is seen as the exploitation of developing countries' resources, destroying their local customs and giving 
rise to the relocation of industries. However, globalisation is very much a part of our world today and it is not going to 
go away! The European Union has realised this and is trying, in a manner that does not result in too few winners and 
too many losers… In a maritime context, this means that we are working to contribute towards globalisation by 
supporting capacity-building for coastal states, by engaging in a common search for best practice, and by actively 
contributing to global governance of the seas based on the rule of international law”. 

Joe Borg, after one year of Consultation on the Maritime Green paper, announced that the European 
Commission will present a Communication on 10th October 2007 to summarise the Consultation process and 
moreover he hopes that “at the end of the year, under the strong leadership of the Portuguese Presidency, the 



European Council will accept the proposed integrated approach and provide Europe with a basis to continue working on 
maritime policy”.  

Many ideas came from the participants representing maritime countries. Rafal Wiechecki, Minister of 
Maritime Economy of Poland, believes that “there is a need to create a European maritime education area which 
would make it possible to work out standards in education, training and procedures of issuing certification”. This aim 
could be reached by founding the European Centre for Maritime Education.  

For Australia, one of the countries where maritime policy has been set as an integrated framework for 
different activities across all marine sectors, Donna Petrachenko attended the conference as a main speaker. 
“Australia’s Oceans policy was set already in 1998 because the sea is a main resource for us,” she said. “Australia’s 
marine industries contributed in 2002-2003 AU$ 26.7 billion to the Australian economy which corresponds to 14% of 
our GDP. Moreover, 253.000 people are employed within maritime sector.” As a nation with strong ties to the 
ocean and where the marine environment is considered by Australian people to be a major asset, a maritime 
policy was built with a grand and all encompassing scope in mind. It is an ambitious policy designed to 
protect the social, economic and environmental values of Australia’s marine jurisdiction. 

Maritime policy cannot be simply the affair of national governments. During the consultation, the CPMR 
placed great emphasis on the aspects of multi-level governance and subsidiarity. Michel Delebarre, 
President of the Committee of the Regions, underlined this aspect, recalling the importance of the sea area as 
a sub-national level of governance. “The Committee of the Regions,” stated Mr Delebarre, “proposes a new action 
consisting in setting up a European maritime platform, whose members would include the Commission and the 
Committee of the Regions, which could form a regular and effective framework to support the exchange of good practices 
led at European, national, regional and local levels. Finally, we suggest looking into the possibility of revising the EU’s 
funding arrangements with a view to introducing a single simplified system that would cover all maritime issues under 
a European coastal and island fund.” 
 
“We are currently faced with a state of fact and a vital need to change our vision of things and to adapt quickly to 
scientific opinion and common sense that urge us towards implementing a coherent and global policy regarding our 
relationship with the marine environment”, stated Carlos César, President of the Azores archipelago. 
 
Claudio Martini finally expressed to Commissioner Borg his concerns about the PIECYK Report that will be 
put to the vote tomorrow in Strasbourg. “A number of points in the report are unsatisfactory to us, said the 
CPMR’s President, since it limits the role of the Commissioner for Maritime Affairs, it fails to consider the Regions as 
“actors” within the framework of an integrated maritime policy and it rules out the possibility of including maritime 
issues in the post-2013 financial discussions.” The Commissioner said that during today’s plenary, he was 
prepared to support the amendments presented by 50 MEPs from maritime Regions who share the same 
concerns as the CPMR. 
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The list of delegates is available from the following URL:  
http://www.crpm.org/pub/agenda/317_liste_participants_terceira.pdf 
 
The amendments to the PIECYK report backed by the CPMR can be found at the following links: 
 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sce/data/amend_motions_texts/doc/P6_AMA%282007%290235%28053-
061%29_EN.doc 
 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sce/data/amend_motions_texts/doc/P6_AMA%282007%290235%28053-
061%29_FR.doc 


