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PRESS RELEASE 

Brussels, 11 June 2007 Ref : CRPMCOM070035 

CPMR RESPONDS TO THE MARITIME GREEN PAPER AND 
COHESION REPORT  

 
The Green Paper on maritime policy and the fourth cohesion report were the focus of discussion at the 
Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) Political Bureau meeting, which was held on Friday 8 
June 2007 in Augustów (PL) at the invitation of the Marshal of Podlaskie Region, Mr Dariusz 

Piontkowsky, and in the presence of Mr Dirk Ahner, Director General at DG Regio of the European 
Commission and Mr M. Jaroslaw Zielinski, State Secretary at the Polish Ministry of the Interior and 
Administration.  
 
MARITIME ISSUES 
 
With the consultation drawing to a close, and one year after the publication of the Green Paper on maritime 
policy, the CPMR presented its Policy Position, which offers new perspectives and proposed areas of 
consideration for the future EU maritime policy. The CPMR wants the regional level to be accepted by all as 
the basic tier for a truly subsidiarity-based maritime policy and suggests that, for the 2007-2013 period, 
Objective 3 of cohesion policy acts as an “incubator” for future maritime cooperation. It illustrates its 
proposals with “examples of regional initiatives in the maritime sector”. 
 
According to the CPMR policy position, “The future integrated maritime policy must provide added value for the 
Community in a whole set of public policies implemented in maritime and coastal areas. Apart from possible new 
Community instruments, the really worthwhile aspect (and the real difficulty) resides in improving governance in all 
the various policies to ensure that they are integrated and benefit people and territories, sustainable economic 
development and job creation.” For Claudio Martini, President of Tuscany Region (I) and CPMR, two levels 
of governance are particularly suitable to deal with this issue – the regional level and the interregional level 
represented by maritime basins. “When the question arises of Integrated Coastal Zone Management, an ecosystem 
approach, the development of tourism, a response to the effects of climate change, management of fish stocks and even 
harbour development or the siting of industrial plants, reference frameworks can no longer remain regional or 
national,” stated Mr Martini. “A number of EU policies already cover the maritime basins, for example the marine 
strategy adopted by DG Environment, the cross-border and transnational sections of Objective 3 of the ERDF, 
Motorways of the Sea which by their very nature are cross-border and transnational, or the three programmes based on 
individual maritime basins being promoted by DG RELEX and AIDCO, in the Baltic, the Black Sea and the 
Mediterranean 
 
Furthermore, it praises the Portuguese Presidency on its invitation to the Workshop on Maritime Policy that 
it is organising on 19-20 July in Lisbon. 
Moreover, maritime policy and globalisation will be the focus of the CPMR seminar on global governance 

of the seas and oceans (http://www.crpm.org/fr/index.php?act=6,1,2,49) to be held in the Azores (PT) on 

9 and 10 July with the participation of Commissioner Joe Borg, the Portuguese Minister for Maritime Affairs, 
Joao Mira Gomes, a number of European and non-EU ministries, and global players from the maritime 
sector in China, Latin America, Australia and Canada. 
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TERRITORIAL COHESION 
 
Following the discussions on maritime issues, the CPMR went on to welcome the fact that the territorial 
aspect of cohesion maintains a central role in the 4th Cohesion Report and that the key policy areas for the 
Conference’s 156 member Regions, such as globalisation or climate and demographic change, were largely 
included in the document published by the Commission last 30th May. 
 
“Convergence is occurring in the Union both between Member states and between regions. This is encouraging,” 
declared Dirk Ahner, Director General at DG Regio speaking to the regional representatives. “And it is even 
more encouraging that it is in the new member states where faster growth and more rapid catching up are present.” 
According to the Director, “it will take 15 years before countries like Poland and even more so, Bulgaria or Romania 
will reach a GDP per head of the EU average, but the EU is becoming less geographically concentrated due to the 
emergence of new growth centres such as Dublin, Madrid, Helsinki and Stockholm, but also Warsaw, Prague, 
Bratislava and Budapest… Over the 2000-2006 period, 450,000 jobs were created outside the Objective 1 regions.”  
 
However, for Dirk Ahner, “Globalization with its competitive pressures will continue to be a major issue. 
Notwithstanding impressive growth rates over the past decades, a number of regions still have economic structures 
concentrated on sectors where competition from emerging third country economies like China Brazil or India, is 
particularly strong… Moreover many regions through Europe will be increasingly confronted with the impact of 
demographic and climate change, as well as with new challenges in terms of energy provision and efficiency. For 
instance, agriculture and tourism in the Southern regions are likely to suffer as water becomes more scarce; energy 
consumption for cooling will increase and in the Nordic regions temperature increases may reduce biodiversity. Finally 
speaking about CPMR, Dirk Ahner declared that CPMR “counts a lot for the Commission and it is one of the most 
important partners on regional policy issues”.  
 
In this respect, the CPMR will take part in the Cohesion Forum scheduled to take place in Brussels on 28-29 
September 2007. 
 
GLOBALISATION 
 
In his capacity as Interim President of the new FORUM of Networks of World Regions, which was founded 
on the initiative of the CPMR, President Martini was also pleased to announce that the Bureau of this new 
organisation would be meeting on 24 and 25 August 2007 at the invitation of Mrs Tasneem Essop, Minister 
of Environment, Planning and Economic Development of Western Cape Province.   
 
 
Finally, the Marshal of Podlaskie Region, Mr Dariusz Piontkowsky, wished to draw attention to the 
problems related to transport and poor road conditions in peripheral regions like Podlaskie, and welcomed 
the CPMR Seminar on transport due to be held on 19 November in Asturias (ES) with the participation of 
Commissioner Jacques Barrot. 
 
After the debates, the Political Bureau, formed by one regional politician for each country represented in the 
CPMR, accepted the membership of four new regions, Picardie (FR), Varna in Bulgaria, Chiatura in Georgia 
and Schleswig-Holstein (DE), bringing the total number of member Regions to 156. 
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