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PRESS RELEASE 

Marseille, 7 March 2007 Ref: CRPMCOM070014 

REGIONS: THE FIRST WORLDWIDE NETWORK 

Today in Marseille, regional organisations from five continents have founded the Forum of Networks of 
World Regions, a standing structure designed to bring together Regions from throughout the world to make 
their voice heard in a global world. 

Leaders of geographic, thematic or cultural networks have signed a Declaration on the participation of the 
regions in the governance of globalisation. This Declaration plans for the creation of the Forum of Networks 
of World Regions chaired by Claudio Martini, President of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions 
(CPMR) and President of Tuscany Region (Italy). “Thirty years ago,” stated Mr Martini, “the CPMR acknowledged 
the urgent need to structure a mouthpiece for the regional level within a European Union in the process of being set up. 
Today, in seeking alliances with Regions from other continents, the voice of Europe’s Regions shares the same concerns 
within the emerging circles of future world governance, such as the World Trade Organisation, International Maritime 
Organisation, Kyoto Protocol and United Nations General Assembly.” 

Michel Vauzelle, President of CPMR’s Inter-Mediterranean Commission and President of Provence-Alpes-
Côte d’Azur Region (France), host of this first meeting of regional organisations, said that he was optimistic 
about this first worldwide initiative. “Globalisation is radically changing economic, social and environmental data: a 
growing number of public and private decisions affecting the daily life and the future of our populations are taken at 
continental, intercontinental and global levels. With the creation of this Network, we not only want to ensure solidarity 
between rich and poor Regions, but also encourage national governments to incorporate and integrate the regional project 
into their agenda. 

This new global network of Regions also undertakes to contribute to the transfer of know-how and good 
practices between Regions, stimulate good neighbourhood relations between border Regions, and recognise 
and support the unique cultures and the traditional lifestyles of indigenous peoples. “The organisation of World 
Regions will need to draw support from existing networks, especially those that structure cultural and linguistic diversity, 
which is the only source of productive exchanges,” declared Thierry Cornillet, Member of the European Parliament, 
Regional Councillor of Rhône-Alpes (France) and President of AIRF (International Association of French-
speaking Regions). 
 
Among the Latin-American founders of the Network, the Governor of Salta Province (Argentina), Juan Carlos 
Romero, representing ZICOSUR (Zona de Integración del Centro Oeste de América del Sur) indicated that he 
was in favour of the regional tier to ensure a more balanced development: “We are gathering the world’s Regions 
to identify their joint concerns and suggestions with regard to globalisation, by promoting the regional level as a 
grassroots strategic authority to further development.” 
 
In line with CPMR’s focus on peripherality, the Forum of Networks of World Regions will also take on board the 
consequences of poverty in the peripheral regions, which hinder local development and result in the social fabric becoming 
highly vulnerable,” as confirmed by Mrs Priscilla Post Wohl, Chair of the Northern Forum (Association of 
Regional Governments in the Circumpolar North), highlighting the importance of regional cooperation with 
continental and global institutions, particularly the United Nations Agencies. 
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Finally, Michel Delebarre, President of the Committee of the Regions, welcomed the initiative and underlined 
the importance of CPMR’s action as an innovative vector of relations between European Regions and Regions 
from other continents. “Demographic growth, the continued globalisation process and climate change are introducing 
profound economic, social and environmental changes into our societies. In order to provide an adequate response to these 
challenges, it is not only necessary to reform policies and resources, but also to improve the way competences and powers 
are organised,” said Mr Delebarre. 
 
CPMR will assume the role of coordinating this new structure and will act as the interim secretariat. The Forum 
will meet again in Tanger-Tétouan (Morocco) in the spring of 2008 and then again in Saint-Malo (France) in 
September 2008 within the framework of the “Second Summit of Regional Governments for Sustainable 
Development”. 
 
 
 
The text of the declaration and the names of the signatories can be found on the following URL:  
FR http://www.crpm.org/pub/agenda/261_declaration_finale_-_marseillefr.pdf 
EN http://www.crpm.org/pub/agenda/261_final_declaration_en_-_marseille_5_mars.pdf 
ES http://www.crpm.org/pub/agenda/261_declaration_finale_-_marseille-es.pdf 
 
www.regionpaca.fr 
 
 
For further information, please contact: 
Isabelle DECORY, PACA Region: Tel +33 4 91 57 51 64 - Email: idecory@regionpaca.fr 
Enrico MAYRHOFER, CPMR: Tel + 32 486 561 967-  E-mail : enrico.mayrhofer@crpm.org  
 

 


