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REGIONS FROM 5 CONTINENTS COMMITTED TO A TERRITORIAL 

APPROACH TO DEVELOPMENT 

 
 

Over 1000 delegates from some sixty countries in Europe, the Mediterranean, Latin America, Asia 

and Africa have been gathering since this morning in Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur Region (Marseille) 

for the “First International Convention for a Territorial Approach to Development”. 

 

Yesterday, the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe (CPMR) and the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP) opened the “First International Convention for a Territorial 

Approach to Development” hosted by Michel Vauzelle, President of Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur 

Region and backed by the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

 
This first convention seeks to identify areas of synergy in regional and UN development expertise. For 

the participants, the aim is to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), especially in 

terms of reducing poverty and inequalities in poor or emerging countries by boosting economic, 

social, environmental and institutional development within territories as a whole through innovative 

international cooperation actions. 

At the end of the first day’s proceedings, a number of partnership agreements were signed between 

UNDP and several European, Latin American, African and Mediterranean regions, in the presence of 

Michel Vauzelle, President of Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur Region, Claudio Martini, President 

of the CPMR and President of Tuscany Region, Bruce Jenks, United Nations Assistant Secretary-

General, UNDP Assistant Administrator, Danuta Hübner, European Commissioner in charge of 

EU Regional Policy, and Jérôme Pasquier, Deputy Director General, Directorate General for 

International Cooperation and Development, French Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

 

“What is revolutionary today in Marseille is the consciousness expressed by this first Convention to 

join up the different institutional, international, national and regional levels with civil society with a 

view to delivering the Millennium Development Goals”, stated Michel Vauzelle, President of 

Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur Region. Who better than the Regions to bring together the different 

actors within the territory and provide feedback to national governments, Europe and international 

organisations on their expectations, initiatives and demands, thereby strengthening their democratic 

legitimacy. For Michel Vauzelle “Together with the UNDP, we are starting to pave the way... nothing 

will stop this movement of the emergence of Regions, which is already well under way within the 

European Union.” 

 

United Nations 
Development 
Programme 



“The idea of giving the Regions a capacity for expression at world level was raised at the CPMR 

seminar in the Azores last June. On this occasion, we also formalised our Memorandum of 

Understanding with the UNDP”, declared Claudio Martini, President of the CPMR and President of 

Tuscany Region. The number of contacts between Transnational Organisations and Regions has since 

multiplied, and cooperation agreements are in the process of being finalised with OLAGI (Latin 

American Organisation of Intermediate Governments) and ZICOSUR (Central-South Latin American 

Regional Integration Area). These come on top of the agreements already signed with CRECENEA 

(Regional Commission for External Trade of North-East Argentina – South America) and CODESUL 

(Development and Integration Council). “Over the three days, delegates will be presenting the 

intercontinental cooperation actions that exist within their respective regions. We are here to 

coordinate all our efforts so as to avoid dispersing actions in the future,” specified CPMR’s 

President. 

 

For Bruce Jenks, United Nations Assistant Secretary-General, UNDP Assistant Administrator, 

today’s objectives are the fight against poverty, environmental management, natural and human crisis 

prevention, and above all the spread of democracy in the world. “The Regions have an important role 

to play in these challenges”, indicated Mr Jenks. “In a global world, Regions need to establish 

relations between themselves, but they also need to work closely with the United Nations. Regional 

policy has been a driver of development in Europe, and the UNDP would like to transfer this 

experience to developing countries,” he added. 

 

Danuta Hübner, European Commission in charge of EU Regional Policy expressed her agreement 

and underlined the role that regional policy has played at European level. “We have a population of 

almost half a billion and 268 regions with huge differences. In order to face the challenge of 

globalisation, Europe needs its Regions – competitive regions that nevertheless generate innovation. 

Like the United Nations, we need to recognise the positive experience of regional policy in Europe”. 

 

 
The convention programme can be downloaded from the following URL:   
http://www.crpm.org 
www.regionpaca.fr 
 
For further information, please contact  
 
Isabelle DECORY, PACA Region: Tel +33 4 91 57 51 64 - Email: idecory@regionpaca.fr 
Jean FABRE, UNDP: Tel + 41 22 917 85 41-  Email: jean.fabre@undp.org 
Enrico MAYRHOFER, CPMR: Tel + 32 486 561 967-  E-mail : enrico.mayrhofer@crpm.org  
 

 

 


