
  
  

 

 

PRESS INVITATION 

Marseille, 22 February 2007 

 
The Regions –key development vector: 

700 delegates from over 50 countries from all continents will be in 
Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur (France) on the 5, 6 and 7 March 2007 to 

define a new approach to development 
 

“First International Convention for a Local and Regional Approach to Development” 
 

The “First International Convention for a Local and Regional Approach to Development” 
will be held in Parc Chanot in Marseille at the initiative of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime 
Regions of Europe (CPMR), Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur Region (PACA, F) and the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), with the support of the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
 
The aim of these three days is to create a synergy between the development competences of 
the Regions and the expertise of the United Nations, in order to accelerate the successful 
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.  It is, in particular, a question of 
reducing poverty and inequality in poor or emerging countries by boosting economic, social, 
environmental and institutional development of whole territories through innovative 
international cooperation. 

The exchanges will be based on the experience of representatives of Local and Regional 
Authorities, networks of Regions and local partners, various United Nations agencies, 
European institutions, national Governments, non-Governmental organisations and the 
private sector, as well as civil society.  In all, more than fifty countries from Europe, the 
Mediterranean, Latin America, Asia and Africa will be represented with their Regions. 

Michel Vauzelle President of Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur Region, Claudio Martini, 
President of the CPMR and President of the Region of Tuscany, Bruce Jenks, United 
Nations Assistant Secretary General, UNDP Assistant Administrator, and Danuta 
Hübner, European Commissioner in Charge of Regional Policy of the European Union, 
will open this first international convention. 
 
For several years, the Regions, through their competence, their capacity for creating 
territorial networks, their close links with economic and social players, have shown 
themselves to be decisive players in development in its various dimensions.   They offer a 
privileged environment to integrate various sector-based initiatives (health, education, etc…) 
in a coherent approach at a territory level.   Moreover, the universal presence of United 
Nations institutions such as the UNDP and the experience of the United Nations Capital 

Programme 
des Nations Unies 
pour le 
Développement 



Development Fund (UNCDP), enable cooperation contributions coming from Regions of 
various countries to be integrated consistently within the same territory. 
 
Development, water management, the environment, agriculture, health, solidarity, 
education, training, innovation, spatial planning, culture and youth, will be the subject 
of discussions and debates relayed by various testimonies, with the aim of formulating 
action proposals. 
 
These days will also see the introduction of several concrete projects for a local and 
regional approach to development. Indeed, several partnership agreements on programmes 
of this kind will be signed between the UNDP and various European, Latin American, African 
and Mediterranean Regions. 
 

 

Michel Vauzelle, President of the Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur Region, 
Claudio Martini, President of the CPMR and President of the Region of 

Tuscany,  
Bruce Jenks, United Nations Assistant Secretary General, UNDP Assistant 

Administrator 
Danuta Hübner, European Commissioner in Charge of Regional Policy of the 

European Union 
 

Will hold a press conference on 
 

Monday 5 March at 12.30 
 

Salle L’Escalette, Parc Chanot (Marseille- France) 
 

 
 
 
The programme for the Convention is available via the following links:  
http://www.crpm.org 
www.regionpaca.fr 
 

For further information, please contact: 
 

Isabelle DECORY, PACA Region: Tel +33 4 91 57 51 64 - Email: idecory@regionpaca.fr 
Jean FABRE, UNDP: Tel + 41 22 917 85 41- Email: jean.fabre@undp.org 
Enrico MAYRHOFER, Tel ++32 486 561 967- Email: enrico.mayrhofer@crpm.org  


