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THE REGIONS IN THE SINGLE GLOBAL MARKET 

 
Three scenarios for the future of regional policy have been envisaged by the Political Bureau of the 
Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) who met today in Florence at the invitation of 
Claudio Martini, President of the Region of Tuscany and of the CPMR, in the presence of Jean Charles 
Leygues, Deputy Director General of DG Regio, European Commission. 
 
“A big step backwards” is the first possibility envisaged by the CPMR in the following document: 
http://www.crpm.org/pub/agenda/241_defis_de_la_pol_reg-en.pdf 
 
 The only Regions who remain concerned by regional policy will be the Regions lagging behind in 
development as a result of the most recent enlargements.  This will therefore be a regional policy with a 
second generation convergence policy, negotiated down to a minimum since it would only be defended by a 
minority of Member States. 
 
“Selfisher and selfisher” is the second possibility, the most pessimistic: “even if nobody dares evoke this scenario 
too openly yet, the risk of a major setback to the construction of Europe can no longer be dismissed.”  Stated Xavier 
Gizard, Secretary General of the CPMR by illustrating this hypothesis.  In such a scenario, the CPMR 
imagines an EU budget transformed into a major “phasing out”, keeping a few symbolic and inexpensive 
policies to continue to create an illusion.  “Historically,” continued Mr Gizard, “this scenario is no novelty. It 
would follow the slope that started in 1989.” 
 
Lastly, the most optimistic possibility, political reconstruction: Europe has introduced a trade policy with 
which it can advance as a united front in the WTO; a strong Euro which protects it from the trials of the past; 
a competition policy which is beginning to adapt itself to the challenges of globalisation; the single market 
includes 480 million consumers and unemployment is tending to become a less serious problem.  “In this 
final scenario,” stated Claudio Martini President of the CPMR, “Europe will be able to maintain its territorial 
cohesion through equity in its policies and a closer involvement of its territories.  The introduction of a real European 
fiscal policy may be envisaged and would allow for a more ambitious regional policy.  Of course it is a question of the 
scenario we campaign for!” The President of the Region of Tuscany concluded. 
 
The response of Jean Charles Leygues, Deputy Director General of DG Regio to these three hypothesises 
gave hope to the Presidents of the Regions present in Florence and motivation to continue to fight for the 
construction of Europe. 
 
He recalled that the agreement of December 2006 under the British presidency enabled all that was possible 
in the new political context of an enlarged European Union to be obtained.  We should not hide that the fact 
that the States weakened the regional dimension and strengthened the national dimension, even in the 
federal countries. 



Mr Leygues added that globalisation will provoke economic upheaval in the years to come.  He underlined 
that, “In 2007, China and India have twice as many students as the EU.  In 2020 this disparity will be 6 times 
more.  To face up to these changes, you the Regions, will have to improve your capacity to access innovation.  
A strong regional policy safeguarded by new Treaties will be one of the methods available to you to meet 
these challenges.” 
 
The Presidents of the Regions present at the Political Bureau of the CPMR also tackled other topics which 
concern the future commitments of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) such as air 
transport between peripheral Regions which emphasize regional airports and Low Cost airline companies, 
sustainable development, energy and immigration policies.  The CPMR also adopted an agreement with 
EUROCEAN (European Centre for Information on Marine Science and Technology) and introduced a 
working group in the field of innovation, at the initiative of Christel Liljeström, President of the Baltic Sea 
Commission of the CPMR and Inger Linge, President of the County Council Assembly of Stockholm. 
 
For the Finish President, Christel Liljeström, “As Mr Leygues indicated, access to innovation is not an easy 
topic for the Regions. The idea of our working group is to prepare European Regions for the challenges 
arising from the globalisation process. The Baltic Regions for instance can give an important contribution to 
Research and Innovation as they present high performances in these topics.” 
 
The Political Bureau of the CPMR meets twice a year and is made up of Presidents of Regions coming from 
the 26 States in which the CPMR has members.  It fixes the medium term objectives of the Conference and 
implements the decisions of its 155 peripheral and maritime Regions.   
 
Click on the following link to access a list of participants: 
http://www.crpm.org/fr/index.php?act=6,1,2,37 
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