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PRESS RELEASE 

Brussels, 14 February 2007 Ref: CRPMCOM070007 

MARTINI ASKS VERHEUGEN: WHY HASN’T ANYTHING HAPPENED 
YET? 

 
The Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) took part in the structured dialogue on Wednesday 
14 February and its President, Claudio Martini (Tuscany), at the Committee of the Regions, questioned the 
European Commissioner for Enterprise and Industry Günter Verheugen on the implementation of the 
Lisbon strategy on a regional level and on collaborations between Regions, Member countries and the 
European Union. 
 
“Why hasn’t anything happened yet?” asked the President of Tuscany on behalf of the 155 Regions of the 
CPMR.  “Why are there still conflicts of competence between Regions, Member Countries and the European Union? 
Globalisation does not stop progressing, every day we find ourselves faced with new competition and new opportunities.  
Why work as if one can pull through alone when the need for Europe is more necessary than ever? Why persist in 
dividing up projects and funding?” The CPMR, through the voice of its President, assured the German 
Commissioner that it wants to take advantage of the best experiences undertaken across Europe in regional 
management of innovation, to disseminate best policy practice and to contribute so that the 2007-2013 
Regional Policy provides a regional enthusiasm necessary for European growth. 
 
At the end of the territorial dialogue Martini also announced a first discussion paper on the future of 
regional policy after 2013, entitled “The regions in the single global market” which summarises well the state 
of mind of the Regions of Europe and which will be presented to the CPMR Political Bureau on 16 February 
in Florence.  Indeed, for the CPMR, the Regions will have to take up the challenge within their territories to 
support their economic and social fabric in an ever-changing world.  “Do we want to move forward together to 
adapt to globalisation or are we going to withdraw into individualistic reflexes?” Through this simple question, the 
President of the CPMR poses the question of the future of the European political project. 
 
Martini proposed to Commissioner Verheugen to move forward hand in hand on these two themes.  “We 
need you to constantly adapt our policies to European and global issues.  You need us for our political capacity and our 
operational capacity to assist our economic actors on the ground”. 
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