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DANUTA HÜBNER BELIEVES 
IN REGIONAL POLICY AFTER 2013 

“Today, nearing the end of 2006, we find ourselves in almost the same situation as in 1999 when, just after the Berlin 
summit, Commissioner Wulf Mathies rescued the remains of the Delors 1 and 2 package and 2007 would mark the end 
of the link between Brussels and the Regions.” “Today, Commissioner Hübner has rescued the last remains of the 
Dolors 1, 2 and 3 Package, will 2013 mark the end of the link between Brussels and the Regions? No. Just as in 1999, it 
is necessary for us to be to be constructive and not pessimistic. Not forgetting any of the lessons learnt in the past, we 
will enter into the debate trying once again, to be ready before anyone else.” Claudio Martini, after being elected 
President of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe (CPMR) for the third time, said 
to the Commissioner for Regional Policy, Danuta Hübner.  

The 155 Regions of the CPMR met for their General Assembly in Murcia (Spain) on the 26/27 October, at the 
invitation of Ramón Luis Valcarcel Siso, President of the Autonomous Community of Murcia. Mr Alberto 
Navarro, Spanish State Secretary for the European Union and Mr Antti Mykkänen, State Secretary 
representing the six month Finnish Presidency of the EU were amongst the speakers taking part. 

In her opening speech, Mrs Danuta Hubner responded to the comparison between 2006 and 2013 quoted by 
Mr Martini with the same optimism, “I hope that with the current reform we laid solid foundations for long term 
regional policy in the Union and that we can be more optimistic about the future. I firmly believe that the new 
developments which we will witness in the coming years will play in favour of regional policy and local dimension, 
increasing the importance of local and regional economies and with more synergies in multi-level governance. Finally,” 
concluded the Commissioner, ”there is a democracy issue as our citizens increasingly prefer to see the solutions to 
their problems being decided close to them, at local and regional levels. There is too much frustration with the 
centralized decision making process to be ignored.” 

Even if the invitation expressed at the opening of the General Assembly by President Martini, to relaunch a 
new regional policy and to avoid defeatism, remains genuine, it is necessary to recognise that the context of 
the EU in a world which has evolved greatly since 1999: Europe faces a globalisation which is advancing at 
speed and the uncertainties relating to the constitutional treaty. In this respect, the financial prospects 
accepted for the 2007-2013 period, is only one of the signs of stagnation in European ambition, which is 
combined with the need to “stop and think” concerning institutional management. A new conviction battle 
must be launched against all European forces, on a certain number of key ideas: the roles the Regions are 
going to play in the running of European economic life on a global stage, the new methods of policy 
governance, as well as sustainable development and renewable energies. 

Giovanni Camilleri, ART International Coordinator, (Appui aux Réseaux Territoriaux) for the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), insisted on the importance of regional dimension in the new 
framework of world governance. The CPMR regrettably foresees the return of the national scenes observed 
at the delivery of the policies for 2007-2013. In a more and more open world, it is unimaginable to have to 
observe retreating and re-nationalisation phenomenon’s in a number of policies of such importance. 



Two other important themes have been developed by the participants during the talks. First of all the 
environmental aspect – climate change – presented by Ronan Uhel, Director of the European Environment 
Agency. Secondly, the society for research and innovation in Europe, which cannot be enforced with the 
same intensity across all areas of Europe. This is where the basis of the territorial cohesion concept lies. A 
territorial cohesion which is occupied with the Islands, the mountains, sparsely populated areas, as well as 
including a fragile rural world and urban area in crisis which remains on the fringes of growth.  

Lastly, maritime issues were another subject of discussion during the Assembly which also saw 
the participation of John Richardson, Director of the Maritime Affairs Task Force of the European 
Commission, “I hope that the six month presidencies of Finland in 2006, then of Germany and Portugal in 2007, will 
make the EU maritime dimension a central subject in their agenda,” stated Jean-Yves Le Drian, President of 
Brittany, “and that the European Parliament can create a special temporary Commission capable of addressing all 
aspects of the Maritime Green Paper published on 7th June 2006.” 

The Committee of the Regions, represented by its President, Michel Delebarre, highlighted the usefulness 
of continuous communications with the CPMR, “Every year, the Secretary Generals of the Committee and of the 
CPMR draw up a joint action plan. It comes as no surprise when I say that the Committee of the Regions shares the 
same major policy guideline as the CPMR, namely territorial cohesion which is going well above territorial 
identification with particular handicaps and needing special treatment. It personifies the synthesis of our concerns for 
the delivery of a multi-level European governance, that is to say, the implication of all levels of competence in the 
drawing up of European policies, based on working in networks and on partnerships.” 

Finally the sessions were closed by Ramón Luis Valcarcel Siso, President of the Autonomous Community 
of Murcia, who, in thanking the participants also said he was in agreement with Mr Martini on the 
evolutions of the current world. “Today, for our integration in the new world economy, we need a new competitive 
strategy at a regional level. It is not possible to continue as before, the times and realities have changed. In a globalised 
economy which has seen so many changes, to think and act in the short term could be dangerous and cost us dearly in 
the future. The short term has finished and regional competitiveness is the new guideline for the future. The world will 
not stop and wait for anyone. The winners will be the Regions who bear in mind and understand the changes and who 
manage to adapt appropriately to the economy of the XXIth century.” 
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