
  

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Pamplona, 6 October 2006 Ref: CRPMCOM060069 

THE ENERGY PERIPHERY 
 
“Energy for the Periphery” is the title of the conference organised by the Conference of Peripheral 
Maritime Regions of Europe (CPMR), which took place on the 5/6 October at Pamplona in Spain, at the 
invitation of the President of Navarre, M. Miguel Sanz Sesma and in collaboration with CENIFER (Training 
Centre for renewable energies). 
 
Energy policy is an area traditionally dealt with at national or supranational level and where the main 
stakeholders are central governments or big industrial groups, the role of regional authorities should 
nevertheless not be ignored. By exercising the powers and responsibilities within its remit and on account of 
its closeness to citizens, regional government is a particularly well-adapted level for promoting a sustainable 
management of energy resources.  “The Regions”, confirmed European Commissioner Andris Piebalgs 
during the opening session, “are particularly well placed to understand the needs and concerns of the citizens and at 
the same time to find apt solutions to problems.  Also, the development of renewable energy in the Navarre region is one 
of the best examples in Europe!”  Regional Authorities can incite, or “oblige” their citizens to carry out energy 
savings through the implication of the Energy Efficiency Plan which was also quoted in the European 
Commissioner for Energy’s speech: “Energy efficiency will be the most important part of the Energy Package, but I 
also believe that where renewable energies are concerned, the EU needs a more ambitious long term objective.”  The 
Navarre Region, according to its President, M. Miguel Sanz Sesma, is the demonstration that “through 
planning policies or various incentive measures, it is possible to actively support the development of renewable energy.  
It is therefore desirable that in the future Regional Authorities will join forces with the European Union regarding the 
future of Energy Policy.” 
 
The talks have been organised as a true discussion between Regions and Community Institutions, not only 
thanks to the participation through video conference of the Energy Commissioner Mr Andris Piebalgs,  but 
only thanks to the participation of Alejo Vidal Quadras, Vice President of European Parliamnt,  and of Mr 
Javier Pomés Ruiz and Mr Alyn Smith, MEPs. Mr Hans Bergman (Competition DG) and Gonzalo Molina 
(Energy DG) of the European Commission, and at a national level, Mr Brian Wilson, former UK Energy 
Minister, also contributed to the discussions. 
 
For the representatives of Peripheral Regions, who have followed this conference, the European 
Commission’s Green Paper “A European Strategy for Sustainable, Competitive and Secure Energy.”, raises 
contradictions.   
“How can we reconcile “competitiveness” and “sustainability” without taking on board positive or negative external 
factors related to each of the various forms of energy production or consumption?”  questioned Jean-Didier Hache, 
Coordinator of the CPMR Energy Working Group. “How can we take into account security of supply which is an 
essential factor but hard to quantify from a market point of view? How within the same aim such as sustainability can 
we prevent short-term concerns (e.g. the impact of a wind farm in a protected natural area) from getting in the way of 
long-term objectives (tackling the greenhouse effect)? Finally, where is the point of equilibrium between competition, 
sustainability and energy security?



 

 

If only the objective of competitiveness were to be taken into account, one may imagine that the EU will 
continue to concentrate economic wealth as well as energy production and consumption within a restricted 
area. It would become increasingly vulnerable in the face of all kinds of threats, and territorial imbalances 
would increase as would environmental constraints. A more balanced spread of energy production and 
consumption throughout the EU territory would go hand in hand with a better distribution of economic 
activities and populations, thus contributing towards greater territorial cohesion for the whole of the 
Community. Due to their geographical or climatic characteristics (hours of sunshine for the more southern 
regions, exposure to the wind, biomass resources etc), or because of their maritime aspects (wave energy), 
peripheral regions have considerable potential for renewable energies. Exploiting this potential for 
renewable energy will actively contribute towards achieving the Kyoto goals. 
 
Thanks to the implication of Mr José Javier Armandàriz, Regional Ministry of Industry and Technology, 
Commerce and Work, Navarre Region, who closed the talks, the representatives of European regions could 
visit a Solar PV “Orchard” and Bio-Diesel Plant, a wind farm, as well as a Biomass Plant.  “This meeting is also 
important for the exchange of best practice between one region and another, and in this domain I believe that Navarre 
can pass on something very exciting to Europe.”  Stated Mr Javier Pomés Ruiz, Pamplona MEP.  

A political debate has also been approved by the participants.  The CPMR wishes to remind the EU 
institutions that regional authorities should be considered as fully-fledged partners in EU energy policy;  
that renewable energy resources of the maritime periphery constitute a remarkable opportunity both in 
terms of helping to meet the objectives set out in the Green Paper, as well as redressing territorial imbalances 
within the EU.   One of the first steps must be to remedy the statistical deficit which exists in the energy 
domain, by putting in place collection of data at a regional level. 
 
If you are also interested in a TV coverage of this issue, the Commission is making available copyright-free an eight-
minute film in several languages that may be re-edited by yourselves. To obtain this report 
http://www.tvlink.org/vnr.cfm?vidID=204&lg=en, please contact Ms Bettina Braun by phone +32 2 537 44 00 
or by e-mail bettina.braun@mostra.com 
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