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PRESS RELEASE 

Brussels, 26 September 2006 Ref: CRPMCOM060066 

ENERGY, THE MARITIME DIMENSION, GLOBALISATION AND 
REGIONAL POLICY IN FORTHCOMING CPMR EVENTS 

 
October and November are going to be very busy months for European Regions.  Other than OPEN DAYS, 
regular meetings organised by the Committee of the Regions, the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions 
of Europe (CPMR) will convene on the occasion of its 34th annual General Assembly, on 25-26-27 October 
2006 in Murcia (Spain), and proposes two seminars, one on Energy (5-6 October, in Pamplona, Spain), and a 
second on the Governance of European Maritime Policy (6 November in Livorno, Italy). 
 
Organised at the invitation of Ramón Luis Valcarcel Siso, President of the Autonomous Community of 
Murcia, this years General Assembly has a tight agenda.  Some of the speakers who have already confirmed 
their attendance include Danuta Hübner, European Commissioner for Regional Policy, John Richardson, 
Director of the Maritime Affairs Task Force of the European Commission as well as the President of the 
Committee of the Regions, Mr Michel Delebarre.  The Spanish State Secretary for European Affairs, Mr 
Alberto Navarro, and State Secretary representing the six month Finnish Presidency, Mr Antti Mykkänen, 
will also be contributing to the discussions.  
 
Regional Policy, the maritime dimension and globalisation are the key issues to be addressed by the 155 
regional leaders invited to take part in the General Assembly.  Regional Policy risks being nationalised and 
the CPMR wishes to make its contribution to the 2014 preparations and, of course, to succeed in the 2007-
2013 period.  “The presence of Mrs Hübner, “stated Xavier Gizard, Secretary General of the CPMR, “is very 
important. This is a Commissioner who, from the start, has always listened to the difficulties of the Regions.  She gives 
us the opportunity to express our views and the will to continue along this path.”  But the Agenda 
(http://www.crpm.org/en/index.php?act=6,1,2,31) also anticipates a long discussion on Maritime Policy, as 
well as on the urgent need to structure a mouthpiece for the regional level within the emerging circles of 
future world governance, (World Trade Organisation, Kyoto Protocol and the United Nations General 
Assembly), just as the CPMR did thirty years ago, within a European Union in the process of being set up. 
 
The Conference “Energy for the Periphery” (http://www.crpm.org/en/index.php?act=6,1,2,15) takes place 
in Pamplona on 5-6 October. The objectives of this conference will be to demonstrate how the Peripheral 
Maritime Regions can be an asset to EU Energy Policy and participants will have the opportunity to debate 
with Mr Alejo Vidal-Quadras, Vice President of the European Parliament, and with Mr Gonzalo-Molina, 
Head of Unit, Energy Directorate General.  For Jean-Didier Hache, Co-ordinator of the CPMR Energy 
Working Group, “the region of Navarra is a forerunner in this domain, not only in Spain, but also in Europe! For 
this reason we have provided technical visits for participants, to a wind farm, a Solar PV “Orchard” and a Bio-diesel 
Plant”.  This event will be an occasion to affirm the regional dimension of the European energy policy, which 
has, until now been somewhat disregarded.  Sensitive questions will be addressed, such as the financing of 
Trans-European Networks, the conflicts between environment policy and energy policy, and the 
mechanisms to incite and support the development of renewable energies in the EU periphery. 

http://www.crpm.org/en/index.php?act=6,1,2,31
http://www.crpm.org/en/index.php?act=6,1,2,15


CONFÉRENCE DES RÉGIONS PÉRIPHÉRIQUES MARITIMES D’EUROPE 

CONFERENCE OF PERIPHERAL MARITIME REGIONS OF EUROPE 

 

6, rue Saint-Martin - 35700 RENNES (F) 
Tél.: + 33 (0)2 99 35 40 50 - Fax: + 33 (0)2 99 35 09 19 

e.mail : secretariat@crpm.org –  web : www.crpm.org 

 
The final seminar, “Governance and the Future EU Maritime Policy – Which Role for the Regions?” 
(http://www.crpm.org/fr/index.php?act=6,1,2,34), has been scheduled for 6 November 2006 at the 
invitation of Claudio Martini, President of Tuscany and of the CPMR, and will take place in Livorno, Italy. 
The CPMR has invited Mr Joe Borg, Commissioner for Maritime Affairs, and the CPMR’s initial response to 
the Green Paper on EU Maritime Policy, issued in June, will be presented at this conference.  For the CPMR, 
the sea can help the European Union meet the Lisbon challenge if it is perceived as an economic opportunity 
which offers employment and facilitates growth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information and registration for the seminars please contact Enrico MAYRHOFER, Director for 
Communications: 
Tel.: + 32 2 286 86 60 - Fax: +32 2 280 27 65 - Gsm: + 32 486 56 19 67 - E-mail : enrico.mayrhofer@crpm.org  
Web: www.crpm.org – www.cpmr.org  
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