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PRESS RELEASE 

Brussels, 22 September 2006 Ref: CRPMCOM060064 

ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION: EUROPE’S ISLANDS IN THE FRONT LINE  
 

A seminar attended by a number of European island regional authorities to discuss the problem of 
illegal immigration and how to manage it has just concluded in Tenerife (Canary Islands). 
 
This meeting was organised on the initiative of the Islands Commission of the Conference of 
Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe (CPMR) and at the invitation of President Adán Martín 
Menis of the Autonomous Canary Islands Government, and involved representatives from 
Guadeloupe, Sicily and the Balearic Islands. These island regions consider that they are faced with 
a humanitarian crisis that is hard to cope with, as they do not have sufficient legal or financial 
means to deal with it adequately. They underline that the problem of illegal immigration is 
particularly acute in territories like the islands which have a restricted surface area, an often high 
population and limited resources. 
 
Representatives from EU institutions, including DG Regio and the MEPs Fernando Fernandez 
Martin and Manuel Medina Ortega, took part in this meeting, together with representatives from 
the Spanish government, notably the State Secretary for European Affairs, Mr Alberto Navarro. 
 
 
“Island regions”, stated the Executive Secretary of the CPMR Islands Commission, Jean-Didier 
Hache, “are hoping that the EU institutions will quickly bring in specific measures to deal with the problem 
of illegal immigration within their territories.” He also recalled the role that these regions play in 
“protecting the EU’s maritime borders, in the hope that this dimension will be fully taken on board by the 
EU in its future maritime policy.” 
 
The conclusions of this seminar may be downloaded on the following website:  
To click 
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