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THE CPMR IS NOW AWAITING THE EUROPEAN CHARTER OF 
REGIONAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 

 
 
The European Charter of Local Self-government, an instrument by which the States undertake to comply 
with the principle of the autonomy of local authorities, was ratified by 43 of the 46 European countries. After 
the latest decision, from the French Parliament on 30th June 2006, Monaco, San Marino and Andorra are the 
only countries that have yet to vote on these principles, which aim to guarantee the political, administrative 
and financial independence of local authorities. 
 
The text that introduced the concept of local self-government was adopted by the Council of Europe on 15th 
October 1985 and it has been waiting for approval from France for more than twenty years. “Local self-
government”, says Article 3 of the Charter “denotes the right and the ability of local authorities, within the limits of 
the law, to regulate and manage a substantial share of public affairs under their own responsibility and in the interests 
of the local population”. 
 
The Conference of Peripheral and Maritime Regions of Europe (CPMR) is delighted at the vote in the French 
Parliament but, at the same time, it calls attention to the fact that a European Charter of Regional Self-
Government has also been drafted, although disagreement between the States in the Council of Europe  are 
still delaying its approval. 
 
“The Congress of local and regional authorities in Europe (CPLRE) drafted a European Charter of Regional Self-
Government on 5th June 1997, with the support of the Committee of the Regions” stated Xavier Gizard, General 
Secretary of the CPMR. “This document inspired the fundamental principles for regional self-government such as 
democratic legitimacy, financial and political autonomy, the principle of subsidiarity, and regional representation at 
higher levels of governance such as the State or the European Union. Ten years have passed since it was drafted but the 
States in the Council of Europe cannot reach agreement. I wonder whether the European Commission or Parliament 
could take over the initiative and relaunch the project within the framework of the EU. Moreover, the draft of the future 
Constitution of the European Union also refers to the concept of regional self-government.” 
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