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THE REGIONS, WAVES OF THE SEA 
 

The Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe (CPMR) welcomes the publication of the Green 
Paper “Towards a future Maritime Policy for the Union: A European vision for the oceans and seas.” It considers 
that regional action should be to maritime policy what the waves are to the sea – that is to say an intrinsic 
element. 
 
The paper, unveiled today in Brussels by the President of the Commission, José Manuel Durao Barroso and 
the Commissioner in charge of Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, Joe Borg, is the result of the work led by a 
“maritime policy” task force comprising 7 Commissioners and an internal EC inter-services working group 
set up in the spring of 2005. The Green Paper lays the foundations for an integrated maritime policy for 
Europe and opens up a one-year consultation process for all players concerned, including the CPMR. 
 
By covering a number of issues and proposing a series of questions designed to initiate the debate, the 
Commission has wished with this document to affirm the European Union’s maritime vision and Europe’s 
leading role in sustainable maritime development, as well as maximise the quality of life in coastal regions, 
provide tools to manage our relations with the oceans and reclaim the EU’s maritime heritage by reaffirming 
its maritime identity. Finally, a whole chapter has been dedicated to maritime governance. Commissioner 
Joe Borg affirmed on several occasions that governance of maritime affairs should take advantage of the 
experience acquired in the field of regional policy, especially as regards the management of sectoral policies 
and cooperation in terms of good practices and partnerships with the Regions. “A victory for the CPMR,” 
stated Claudio Martini, President of the CPMR and Tuscany Region. “Our action has highlighted to the 
Commission the quality of regional expertise.” Indeed in these particular areas, the “good practices” tried and 
tested in CPMR member regions cannot be ignored. “The CPMR has always called for an overarching governance 
of maritime policies led within Europe by the different tiers of government, giving the Regions the role they deserve both 
in terms of policy design as well as decision-making and delivery. We are delighted that Joe Borg has been very open-
minded on this question and has not hesitated to take up our positions.” 
 
The Green Paper is also very interesting in terms of adapting to the specific geographical characteristics of 
the major sea areas. Once more, cooperation between European Regions can be a significant asset for the 
sustainable development of the continent. However, “should cooperation within the different sea areas be solely 
based on eco-systemic or biological criteria as proposed in the Green Paper?” asks Jean-Yves Le Drian, President of 
Brittany Region and Vice-President of the CPMR, “or rather on economic criteria, or quite simply on the fact of 
working together and wanting to cooperate between Regions? Of course the sustainable aspect is very important for all 
of us, but as a regional organisation we cannot disregard the Lisbon Agenda and growth and employment.” The 
maritime Regions have a huge potential for growth. Even though 50% of Europe’s population lives within 50 
kilometres of the coastline, the GDP of these Regions is still way below the EU average. “It is only by working 
together that we can meet the Lisbon challenge!” 
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Finally, the CPMR expresses strong reserves as to the fact that the Green Paper does not specifically address 
transport and maritime safety policy and lacks an overall strategic approach on policy concerning islands 
and outermost regions. “We hope that the consultation period will provide the opportunity to feed into these two 
areas,” affirmed the President of the Azores, Mr Carlos Manuel César, “and we also hope that this reflection 
might lead to more territorially balanced maritime transport receiving greater support from the EU budget (Marco 
Polo, MOS, European territorial cooperation objective, etc). A similar expectation regarding the results of the 
consultation process was expressed by the Islands Commission at its recent meeting in Crete, to fully include 
in the Green Paper the island dimension of Europe of the Sea. “The EU institutions need to have a better insight 
into the many challenges with which islands are faced, as well as the multiplicity of assets and opportunities that they 
offer Europe,” stated Mr Serafeim Tsokas, President of the CPMR Islands Commission. 
 
Following the Seville meeting on motorways of the sea last month, and still within the framework of the 
consultation, the CPMR will be organising a seminar on port policy and MOS in early 2007. It will be 
inviting the two Commissioners, Jacques Barrot and Joe Borg to attend, in order to underline the fact that a 
joined-up maritime policy cannot afford to overlook maritime transport. 
 
The Peripheral Maritime Regions suggest that the Commission take the initiative of organising a world 
conference on the maritime dimension of globalisation during the consultation period that begins today. For 
Xavier Gizard, Secretary General of the CPMR, “by drawing on the Green Paper, José Manuel Durao Barroso 
and Joe Borg could invite players from other continents to exchange views on the sea, either with regard to the 
environment or more widely to examine the world maritime economy.” 
 
 
If you are also interested in a TV coverage of this issue (which also includes the Joe Borg interview), the Commission is 
making available copyright-free an eight-minute film in several languages that may be re-edited by yourselves. To 
obtain this report http://www.tvlink.org/vnr.cfm?vidID=174, please contact Ms Bettina Braun by phone 
+32 2 537 44 00 or by e-mail bettina.braun@mostra.com 
 
 
 
For further information concerning the CPMR, please contact Enrico MAYRHOFER, Director for 
Communications 
Tel + 32 2 286 86 60, Fax : +32 2 280 2765, Gsm : +32 486 561 967, E-mail : enrico.mayrhofer@crpm.org  
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