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WIDENING DISPARITIES IN DEVELOPMENT BETWEEN 
REGIONS IN EUROPE  

 
 
Eurostat (The EU Statistics Office) has published the GDP per capita of 254 NUTS 2 regions of the European 
Union. A huge gulf exists between the peripheral regions and those belonging to the “Pentagon” bounded 
by London, Paris, Milan, Munich and Hamburg, which represents just 14% of EU territory but produces 46% 
of its wealth. 
 
Among the 37 regions whose GDP is greater than 125% of the EU average, 30 are situated within the 
Pentagon. 
 
However, the 7 peripheral regions described as “rich” by the Luxemburg-based Statistics Office are often 
those in which national capitals are located, such as “Comunidad de Madrid” (128.8%), the regions of 
Prague (138.2%), Dublin (Southern and Eastern Ireland 149.2%) and Stockholm (157.9%), or regions which 
for historic reasons related to their resources have experienced more intense growth, such as North Eastern 
Scotland (150.3%) - the region of Edinburgh, Emilia Romagna (133.7%) in central Italy (Bologna), or Åland 
(154.3%) in Finland. 
 
In order to establish its position in the world of international competition, Europe cannot rely solely on the 
power of the Pentagon. In order to successfully achieve the Lisbon Agenda, the entire territory of the 
European Union needs to be able to aim towards excellence and consolidate Europe’s leadership at world 
level. The United States have to a large extent managed to do so, and these statistics show us just how far 
our continent still has to go. It is worth pointing out that the same situation long observed in the former 
Union of 15 can still be seen in EU25. “The most striking example,” stated Xavier Gizard, Secretary General of 
the CPMR, commenting on the Eurostat data, “is the Czech Republic, where Prague has a GDP of 138% and 
Moravskoslezko a GDP of 53%, but we might also mention Hungary with Közép Magyarország, the region of Budapest 
(94.9%) and Észak-Magyarország (38%). In the run-up to the fourth cohesion report, these observations should guide 
the discussions that are to be held shortly in the framework of the White Paper on the 2014-2020 budget. 
 
The Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe (CPMR), backed by its 155 members, proposes an 
alternative to this spontaneous concentration of people, activities and infrastructures in the centre of Europe 
and is campaigning for a more balanced development of the European territory. “There is a limit to the 
geographic concentration of wealth, and Europe is on its way to reaching it!” According to Claudio Martini, 
President of the CPMR and Tuscany Region, the Eurostat figures show that the disparity between the 
wealthiest region of Europe (Inner London – UK – 278%) and the poorest region (Podkarpackie – PL – 33%) 
is of great concern. The European Union must act on policies with a high territorial impact such as EU 
regional policy, sustainable development, transport, agriculture, fisheries and research if it wants to reduce 
the effects brought about by the peripheral situation of the Regions. 
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