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COMMUNITY STRATEGIC GUIDELINES, THE FOCUS 
OF CPMR’S DISCUSSIONS 

 
The Political Bureau of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe (CPMR) met on 

the island of Gozo in Malta on 5 May 2006 at the invitation of Giovanna Debono, the Maltese Minister for 
Gozo and Vice-President of the CPMR. 
 

One of the most important issues that the leaders of peripheral and maritime regions addressed 
during the debates was their policy position on the Community Strategic Guidelines (CSG). This draft text, 
presented by the European Commission, had perfectly fulfilled its role in defining regional development 
actions for implementation over the 2007-2013 period. However, the text was very vague on the notions of 
“governance” and “territorial cohesion”, at a time when territorial players require semantic clarification and 
in-depth understanding of European issues. 

 
The CSG should also be considered in a long-term perspective, where the sustainability and 

continuity of EU action is able to face up to the demographic, economic and environmental challenges of 
future years. “There is a limit to the concentration of wealth in a few large economic clusters which are traditionally 
responsible for undertaking the necessary redistribution across the entire territory, notably in the form of social 
transfers. Is there not an economic, then a political, limit to the growth of the ratio of GDP/km²?” questions the 
President of Tuscany and of the CPMR, Claudio Martini. “If we admit that Europe’s large cities can no longer 
physically cater for a new, massive influx of population as they did in the past and that the great years of increased 
productivity per employee are essentially behind us, there is necessarily a physical limit to the continuation of this 
territorial model in Europe. The United States of America realised this long ago when they successfully combined 
competitiveness, subsidiarity and cohesion between States.” 

 
The CPMR Political Bureau therefore urges the European Commission to take forward and step up 

proposals for the involvement of regional and local authorities in implementing a territorial pact to support 
the Lisbon and Gothenburg Agendas and proposes to develop the notion of tripartite or quadripartite 
programmes between Community, national, regional and local levels, or even transnational and 
interregional levels where necessary. 

 
One of the Political Bureau’s guest speakers, Paul Nemitz, Deputy Head of the Maritime Affairs 

Task Force at the European Commission representing Commissioner Joe Borg, recalled that the Green Paper 
on maritime policy was due to be unveiled on 7 June next. “It is no coincidence that we are here in Malta,” he 
stated. “155 maritime regions are demanding a maritime policy, and the European Commission is prepared to give 
them not only a Green Paper, but also the possibility of being closely involved in the consultation phase that will get 
underway further to its publication.” 

 
 

The CPMR also formalised a cooperation agreement with the UNDP (United Nations Development 
Programme) with a view to taking into account factors from outside the European continent and the EU, in 
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the interests of the populations of its member Regions. The UNDP, represented by Christophe Nuttall, stated 
that it was prepared to support the CPMR’s initiative to gradually structure a worldwide expression of 
Regions and confirmed that UNDP’s Deputy General Administrator, Mr Bruce Jenks, would be attending 
the seminar on “Regions and Globalisation” in the Azores on 23-24 June for the signature of a true 
cooperation framework agreement between the UNDP and CPMR. 
 

Giovanna Debono, Vice-President of the CPMR and main organiser of the meeting in Malta, 
expressed her great satisfaction as to the CPMR’s increasing membership. Further to nine Regions joining the 
Conference last year, two new Regions, East Midlands (UK) and Skåne (SE), were welcomed as members 
on the occasion of this Political Bureau meeting. “As Vice-President,” she stated, “I am delighted that our 
association is gathering strength. We are in need of all our efforts not only for the territorial dimension to be taken on 
board, but also to ensure better governance taking into account the different territorial levels.” 
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