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ISOLATED REGIONS IN THE HEART OF THE EU ENERGY SUMMIT  

The Conference of Peripheral Maritimes Regions of Europe (CRPM) welcomes the conclusions of the last 
European Council on energy.  

“The fact that the Heads of State and Government have recognized that the EU peripheriphery is facing specific 
difficulties is to be welcomed. On no less than three occasions has the word “isolated” appeared in the conclusions of 
the recent Council summit on Energy organised by the Austrian presidency. Whilst much remains to be done, this is 
noteworthy progress, for such concern for remote areas was far from being so prevalent in the past.” 

With these words Xavier Gizard, Secretary General of CPMR, has greeted the agreement reached by the 
EU 25 Member States, inviting the 150 Regional authorities belonging to CPMR to support an efficient EU 
sustainable energy policy. 

It will be recalled that, according to the text issued by the European Council, the Energy Policy for Europe 
should be based on shared perspectives of long term supply and demand and it should also contribute to 
ensuring the competitiveness of European economies. This policy should also accelerate the development 
of regional energy cooperation within the EU, and facilitate the integration of regional markets and 
further developing the EU internal market. This policy, says the Council, “… ought to pay particular 
attention to the countries and regions largely isolated from the EU energy market”…It should also “accept the 
special circumstances of some small and isolated Member States”, as well as “promote environmental sustainability 
by continuing the EU-wide development of renewable energies and take into account the problems of islands or 
regions largely isolated from the EU energy market”.  

Subsequent to this Summit, ISLENET – a network of European Islands initiated by CPMR “Islands 
Commission”, and promoting sustainable and efficient energy and environmental management in these 
territories – held in Brussels a conference dedicated to the benefits of the use of sustainable energy 
systems in island communities. 

This conference was funded by the European Commission’s “Intelligent Energy for Europe” programme 
and co-sponsored by the Western Isles Council (Scotland), with the back-up of CPMR Islands 
Commission. It addressed how islands working together may accelerate the penetration of sustainable 
energies in these territories, discussed ways to promote and demonstrate leading edge sustainable energy 
technologies and exchanged views on the means to strengthen the ISLENET network. 

ISLENET Manager, Panos Coroyannakis, welcomes the presence at the conference of a number of 
representatives from the European Commission DG TREN, as well as Alyn Smith and Duarte Freitas 
Members of the European Parliament. 



The output of the ISLENET conference, as well as that of various workshops initiated by CPMR on energy 
issues in the recent months, will be fed into a major venue to be organised in Navarra (Spain), on October 
5th and 6th, on the theme “Energy for the Periphery”. 
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