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THE CPMR TELLS PAOLO COSTA THAT 
MOTORWAYS OF THE SEA MUST NOT BE DROPPED 

As a result of the drastic budget cut for the trans-European transport networks (TEN-T) over the 2007-2013 
period, which the European Council approved in December, the European Parliament’s Transport 
Committee has proposed to concentrate on just 6 of the 30 priority projects.  
 
On behalf of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe (CPMR), Claudio Martini has 
written to the Parliament’s Transport Committee Chairman, Paolo Costa, and its President, Josep Borrell 
Fontelles, denouncing the fact that all six projects are rail routes and that none concern Motorways of the 
Sea.  
 
“From our viewpoint,” writes the CPMR’s President, “Motorways of the Sea are indispensable for bringing about a 
massive shift from road freight to maritime transport. They improve the accessibility of peripheral maritime regions and 
will help balance Europe’s transport flows.”  
 
The CPMR cannot accept that Motorways of the Sea will not be given the same level of priority as rail 
projects, because the sea offers a major alternative for EU freight transport in face of congestion problems 
and environmental damage.  
 
“We understand that only €6.7bn is available in comparison to the €20bn initially proposed by the Commission,” says 
CPMR Secretary General, Xavier Gizard, “but I think that this omission is totally inconsistent, bearing in mind 
how much effort the Union is currently making to relaunch its maritime policy.” 
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