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THE REGIONS, LEGITIMATE STAKEHOLDERS IN AN AMBITIOUS MARITIME POLICY 
 

“The Regions at the heart of the Green Paper. This is the most appropriate definition for our meeting 
today, as the European Commission’s forthcoming proposals on maritime policy will aim to stimulate 
growth and employment in line with the Lisbon strategy, but will also directly involve the interests of the 
maritime regions.” These were the opening words of the speech made by the Commissioner for 
Fisheries and Maritime Affairs, Joe Borg, at the seminar on “Europe of the Sea: the Regions at the 
heart of the Green Paper” organised in Brest (France) by the Conference of Peripheral Maritime 
Regions of Europe (CPMR) at the invitation of the President of Brittany Regional Council, Jean-
Yves Le Drian, also Vice-President of the CPMR. 
 

The proceedings were held in the form of a dialogue between the CPMR’s 154 member 
regions and the European Commission to discuss the Green Paper on maritime policy that the 
Maltese Commissioner has announced for June 2006. The debates centred around all aspects of 
maritime policy from fisheries to motorways of the sea and from vessel safety to the problems of 
coastal areas. 

 
Europe’s 68,000 km of coastline has a fantastic potential for growth and employment. 

Tourism in coastal areas currently only contributes towards 5% of the GDP but is increasing 
annually by 3%. The 1200 ports throughout the continent are also an extremely valuable resource. 
However, although the population living within 50km of the coast represents 50% of Europe’s 
population, the GDP of the maritime regions is often lower than the EU average. Consequently, the 
maritime regions have expressed to the Commissioner their willingness to be closely involved in 
the consultation phase due to get under way with the publication of the Green Paper. They intend 
to feed into the future discussions on the sea by proposing changes to EU instruments with a view 
to enhancing Europe’s maritime potential from an economic point of view, as well as introducing a 
new development model based on the principles of sustainable development. In the final 
declaration entitled “The Regions, legitimate stakeholders in an ambitious EU maritime policy” approved 
by the delegates in Brest, there is also a proposal to improve the overall governance over maritime 
policies led in Europe by the different spheres of government, by giving the regions their rightful 
role in terms of designing policies, as well as decision-making and delivery. 

 

“The aim of the Regions”, affirmed the President of Brittany Regional Council, Jean-Yves Le 
Drian, “is to give value-added to the European maritime agenda in identified priority areas, which include 
territorial balance, sustainable development, governance, and sectoral policies designed to support a joined-
up maritime policy.” 
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The members of the CPMR have not forgotten to take on board specific territorial features, 

by advocating both the introduction of a more strategic approach to policies at transnational level 
and a differentiation of instruments on the basis of regional advantages and disadvantages. In this 
regard, the Green Paper provides a unique opportunity for issues related to islands and outermost 
regions to be taken into account and gives territorial cooperation grounds for existence, thereby 
justifying its status as a future policy. 

 
“We know that Commissioner Borg has been put in charge of a group made up of Commissioners 

concerned by maritime policies”, said the President of the CPMR and of Tuscany, Claudio Martini, 
addressing his comments to Joe Borg. “We can be confident this will be another chance for him to express 
his qualities as a mediator. This aspect is crucial in that future EU maritime policy will be delivered by 
drawing on a certain number of sectoral policy areas such as fisheries, transport, research and innovation, 
industry, employment and human resources, as well as more territorially based policies such as sustainable 
development and regional development.” Finally, Claudio Martini stated that he was “pragmatic” in 
respect of the 2007-2013 period, expressing his belief that “it was the ERDF that could provide the 
decisive support needed to try out EU maritime instruments for implementation in the short and long term 
future”. 
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