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HOW WILL MARITIME REGIONS ADAPT TO THE FUTURE CLIMATE? 
 

Seminar in Marseille, 3-4 February 2006 
 

The seminar “The Coast under Threat” held in Marseille on 3 and 4 February 2006 at the invitation of 
the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe (CPMR), the French national observatory on the 
effects of global warming (ONERC) the Region of Réunion Island and the Region of Provence-Alpes-Côte 
d’Azur, assessed the risks related to the consequences of climate change on regional populations, economies 
and territories. The occurrence of catastrophic weather events such as hurricanes, flooding, storms and melting 
ice over the past few years, highlights the need for territories to step up their “adaptation” to the consequences 
of these phenomena, alongside “mitigation” measures. 

Michel Vauzelle, President of Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur (PACA) Region and Paul Vergès, 
President of Réunion Island Regional Council and Chair of the ONERC, main organisers of the event, are 
convinced of the role the Regions will have to play in this area in the future, and “stress that failure to introduce 
measures to cope with climate change would put regional development in jeopardy”. The seminar, which was held in 
the assembly chambers of PACA Regional Council, was attended by regional politicians, experts from 
government ministries, academics and representatives from the European Commission, in particular Pierre 
Schellekens, Deputy Head of Cabinet to the Environment Commissioner, Stavros Dimas, and Birgit Snoeren 
from DG Environment. The French government was represented by Christian Brodhag, Inter-Ministerial 
Delegate for Sustainable Development, and the European Environment Agency by its Director, Ronan Uhel. 
The assembly adopted a firm declaration which acknowledges “that the regional and local level is the right sphere 
of governance for securing the support of citizens at large in the fight against climate change, in respect of mitigation and 
adaptation.” 

The Regions in attendance are particularly worried about the costs related to the rise in the number of 
catastrophic weather events, which they are unable to face alone and which cannot be supported for long by 
the present insurance system. They conclude that it is necessary to radically change the current development 
model. In the final declaration, they highlight “the exemplary nature of the European strategy for integrated coastal 
zone management, as well as the need to give substance to the principles of sustainable development by giving top priority 
to the Gothenburg agenda. Involvement in these issues needs to be as broad-based as possible and part of an integrated 
approach - especially within the major sea areas - and calls for the introduction of a coordinated raft of initiatives,” such 
as “initiating exchanges of experiences and good practice and including the different partners in monitoring and warning 
systems”. 

Some twenty regions were represented including: Aquitaine (F), Lower Normandy (F), Brittany (F), 
Centro (Portugal), Parnumaa (Estonia), Hampshire (UK), Réunion Island (F), Western Isles (UK), Martinique 
(F), Pays de la Loire (F), Sicily (I), Telemark (N), Tuscany (I).  
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