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YET ANOTHER ACCIDENT IN OUR SEAS 
 
A ship carrying 10,000 tonnes of phosphoric acid has sunk this morning in the English Channel off the coast 
of Cherbourg (Basse-Normandie, F). The chemical tanker Ece was involved in a violent collision with a 
freighter in international waters on Tuesday afternoon. Fortunately no-one was hurt in the incident. 
 
After attempts to salvage the vessel yesterday, the chemical tanker now lies 70 metres below water. 
 
The CEDRE, Centre of Documentation, Research and Experimentation on Accidental Water Pollution, has indicated 
that phosphoric acid is completely soluble and therefore poses no threat to the environment. However, the 
accident once more demonstrates the need to keep constant watch on our seas. 
 
While welcoming the launch of the Green Paper on EU maritime policy and the progress made by the 
Commission in this area, the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe (CPMR) affirms that a 
great number of problems still need to be addressed with regard to maritime safety. “Vessels sailing in our 
seas are still too often old and poorly inspected,” states Claudio Martini, President of the CPMR. “For this reason 
we are campaigning for an overarching EU maritime policy to cover all issues related to the sea, including transport, 
vessel safety, crew training, the introduction of a European flag, and fisheries.” 
 
“Even before the Erika and Prestige incidents,” indicates Xavier Gizard, Secretary General, “our maritime regions 
had offered to draw on their experience in this area to put concrete proposals to the European Commission, with a view 
to preventing these risks. We believe that the only way to avoid such disasters is to have a common European maritime 
policy. The sea is much too important for it to remain a nationally-led policy area in Europe.” 
 
On 17 February in Brest, the CPMR is organising a discussion day 
(http://www.crpm.org/index.php?act=6,2,9) with regional politicians and Joe Borg, Commissioner in 
charge of maritime affairs, to debate the maritime Green Paper due out this spring. Maritime safety is one of 
the issues that will be addressed during this seminar. 
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