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PRESS RELEASE 
Brussels, 1 February 2006 Ref: CRPMCOM060010 

THE CPMR RESPONDS TO TRANSPORT WHITE PAPER REVIEW 
 

In its response to the public consultation organised by the European Commission on the mid-term 
review of the White Paper on transport policy in 2010, the CPMR outlines its complaints about a number of 
points and makes some proposals for the future (http://www.crpm.org/en/index.php?act=4,3,3,5). 
 

Among other things, it regrets the delays encountered in making motorways of the sea a reality. For 
CPMR General Secretary Xavier Gizard, “this excellent proposal by the Commission costs little and is clearly in 
line with the White Paper’s main objective, which consists in shifting transport by road to a more environmentally-
friendly mode. There are currently too many lorries on our motorways. The sea, by contrast, could be used more for 
transport throughout our continent. For this reason, we are inviting Commissioner Borg to come to Brest on 17 
February 2006 to participate in a dialogue between the Commission and regional presidents in the run-up to the 
European maritime policy green paper, which is due in the spring.”  
 

The CPMR is also urging the Commission to rapidly nominate European coordinators responsible 
for organising necessary negotiations on the development of maritime routes in the Baltic, the North Sea, the 
Mediterranean, the Atlantic and the Black Sea. The regions must be involved in these transnational 
negotiations, which must not be restricted to ship owners and national transport ministers. It must be 
possible to use EU financial instruments flexibly, with higher co-financing rates for the least accessible areas 
and those with fewer transport flows, including islands, peripheral regions and ultraperipheral regions.  
 

The other CPMR contributions focus on the Trans-European Transport Network. CPMR regions are 
calling for any future revision of the TEN-T to take full account of cohesion priorities and the need to 
improve accessibility in accordance with the Maastricht Treaty. Again, in the current framework of the 30 
priority routes identified in 2004, and bearing in mind the budget limits imposed by the Edinburgh 
compromise, it is necessary to vary aid levels by allowing higher co-financing rates, not just of course for 
cross-border sections, but also for peripheral sections.  
 

In conclusion, Xavier Gizard said that “as with its regional policy, the EU should transform transport 
policy governance and develop a real partnership between the EU, states and regions. It should break with the tradition 
of intergovernmental negotiations, after which the regions are only called upon to provide co-financing.”  
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