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THE REGIONS EXPRESS CONCERN ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE 
 

CPMR Seminar in Marseille, 3-4 February 2006 
 

Climate change is under way and its effects on the territories and economies of maritime 
regions are already being felt. What can be done to prepare for this inevitable change? How can we plan 
ahead to cope with the expected climate disruptions? How can we keep abreast of actual phenomena and 
existing solutions? How can available resources best be used? Which strategies should be adopted and what 
changes in behaviour are needed? The Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe (CPMR) 
will be addressing these questions in a seminar to be held in Marseille on 3 and 4 February 2006. 

On the initiative of the President of Reunion Island, Paul Vergès, and at the invitation of the 
President of Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur Region, Michel Vauzelle, this seminar entitled “The 
Coast under Threat” is organised by the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) and 
the French national observatory on the effects of global warming (ONERC). 

The seminar will be attended by numerous politicians from peripheral and maritime 
regions, including Claudio Martini, President of Tuscany and of the CPMR , who claims to be 
“concerned by the climate change observed over the past few years and convinced that the regions will have a 
major role to play in the future, particularly for issues of this importance”. Other participants include 
experts from national ministries and universities, Pierre Schellekens Deputy Head of Cabinet of 
Stavros Dimas, Commissioner for the Environment, Birgit Snoeren and Abigail Howells, 
Administrators from the Environment DG of the European Commission. 

 
“Our task,” affirms François Desrentes, CPMR Director in charge of environmental issues, 

“is to inform and raise awareness among our member regions of the reality of this phenomenon and what 
effects it will have on territories and economic sectors. We will be looking at how to make use of the means 
available to the regions in the form of EU instruments in order to undertake concrete cooperation actions, 
exchanges of experience and best practices and also to initiate projects on the ground.” 

 
A detailed programme of the seminar is available from the CPMR website 

(http://www.crpm.org/index.php?act=6,2,8). Those wishing to attend the seminar are kindly 
requested to send their registration form (also downloadable from the website) to the following 
email address: anne.lezin@crpm.org.  

 
For further information, please contact François Desrentes, CPMR Director in charge of 

environmental issues, on + 33 (0)2 99 35 40 50. 
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