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JOE BORG TO TAKE PART IN DISCUSSIONS 
WITH THE MARITIME REGIONS 

 

“The regional perspective is extremely important to ensure the success of any future EU maritime policy, since a single 
general approach would fail to take on board the specific maritime features of all the Union’s coastal areas,” stated the 
European Commission Joe Borg when confirming his participation in the seminar on “Europe of the Sea: 
The Regions at the Heart of the Green Paper”, organised in Brest (France) on 17 February 2006 by the 
Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe at the invitation of the President of Brittany Regional 
Council, Jean-Yves Le Drian. 
 
This seminar is designed to establish a real dialogue between the regions and the European Commission. 
Leading politicians from the maritime regions will be given the opportunity to question the Commissioner 
on all aspects of EU maritime policy and notify him of their expectations with regard to the Green Paper due 
out in the spring of 2006. 
 
A large number of maritime regions and CPMR members have already confirmed their intention to take part 
in these debates. These include not only Claudio Martini, President of the CPMR and of Tuscany Region, 
and Jean-Yves Le Drian, President of Brittany Regional Council and main organiser of the event, but also 
regions with a strong interest in maritime policy, such as Aquitaine, Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur, Nord Pas 
de Calais, Sicily, Crete, Lisbon and Tagus Valley, the Azores, Stockholm, Aarhus, Telemark, Shetland and 
Cornwall. 
 
“This is a unique opportunity for our regions”, asserts Patrick Anvroin, Director in charge of maritime policy at 
the CPMR, “and a totally new concept that allows regional politicians to hold direct talks with the powers in Brussels. 
At a time when Europe needs to get closer to its citizens and communicate with them, who better than the regional and 
local authorities to fulfil this role?” 
 
A detailed programme of the seminar can be found on the CPMR’s website 
(http://www.crpm.org/pub/agenda/34_odj-seminaire_brest-en.doc). Persons wishing to attend the 
seminar are requested to send their registration form (also downloadable from the website) to the following 
email address: secretariat@crpm.org.  
 
 
For further information, please contact Patrick Anvroin, Director in charge of maritime policy at the CPMR, 
Tel. +33 2 99 35 40 50.  
Web: www.crpm.org – www.cpmr.org  
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