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PRESS RELEASE 
Bruxelles, 10 January 2006 Ref : CRPMCOM060002 

CPMR URGES THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT A STRONG POSITION 
IS NEEDED ON THE BUDGET 

 
Further to the agreement reached by member states on the budget for 2007-2013, Claudio Martini on 

behalf of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe, has sent a letter to Josep Borrell 
underlining how little ambition is shown in this agreement, and offering him full support for action by the 
European Parliament to maintain a strong position on the future of the European budget. 
 

“Without wishing to go as far as the ambitious proposals set out by the European Commission”, states 
President Martini, “I believe it is essential to at least maintain a coherent budget to avoid lapsing into a wholly 
regrettable Euro-scepticism!” 
 

Claudio Martini points out in his letter to the President of the European Parliament, that leaders of the 
CPMR’s 154 member regions are already lobbying their respective member states to reach a more ambitious 
agreement in full coordination with the European Parliament, and that if one were to simply apply the 
annual budget procedure, with no financial perspectives, this would give an additional budget of 30 billion 
euros over and above what has been agreed under the UK Presidency. This figure provides a useful basis for 
consideration in the upcoming negotiations, for which the Strasbourg hemicycle can count on the CPMR’s 
backing. 
 

Regarding the most drastic cut-backs in relation to the European Commission’s initial proposals, the 
CPMR President, Mr Martini, above all refers to Objective 3 designed to support European territorial 
cooperation, and more especially its transnational strand, without doubt one of the most vital factors in 
helping to step up cooperation between all levels of governance in relation to EU goals. 
 

“This transnational dimension”, writes President Martini in his letter, “was introduced in 1997 through 
Interreg II C and was designed to provide a basis for greater cooperation between central governments and regional and 
local authorities. At the time, it was allocated 121 million euros over a three-year trial period. In the light of its far-
reaching success, the member states and European Commission jointly agreed to raise funding to almost 1.4 billion 
euros for the 2000-2006 period. However, the successive cut-backs resulting from the inter-governmental 
negotiations have brought down the overall proposal for Objective 3 from 13.2 billion euros to just 7.5 billion. Although 
the cross-border dimension has fortunately been spared, transnational cooperation within EU25 now benefits from 
hardly more than one billion euros, i.e. five times less than the Commission’s initial proposal!” 
 

“Worse still”, goes on to say Claudio Martini, “this means that the amount of funding per capita has fallen 
from about 0.5 euro over the 2000-2006 period to just 0.3 euro for the period after 2007, which represents a 35% drop 
in constant figures. 
 

The CPMR underlines that this lack of ambition for transnational cooperation also has a negative 
impact on EU maritime policy. Maritime cooperation is included as one of the priority areas for the future 
Objective 3. This instrument will therefore be one of the main sources of support for EU maritime policy as 
outlined in the Green Paper that Commissioner Borg has announced for the second quarter of 2006. Without 
a substantial Objective 3, the European Union will have to wait until 2014 before it can begin making up for 
lost ground in relation to other world regions in this field, in clear disregard for the Lisbon and Gothenburg 
agendas. 
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EVOLUTION OF THE TERRITORIAL COOPERATION BUDGET 

2000-2006 TO 2007-2013 
      
 2000 - 2006 2007- 2013 Evolution 

 
total 

amount
per 

capita/yr*
total 

amount
per 

capita/yr** (%) 
Cross-border 3 605 1.36 5 775 1.83 60.19% 

neighbourhood policy 1 444   
intra-EU 3 605 1.36 4 331 1.37 20.15% 

Transnational 1 373 0.52 1 425 0.45 3.79% 
neigbourhood   356   

intra-EU 1 373 0.52 1 069 0.34 -22.16% 
Interregional/networking 316 0.12 300 0.09 -5.06% 
TOTAL 5 294 2 7 500 2.37 41.67 
*calculated on the basis of EU15     
** calculated on the basis of EU25     
In constant figures (2004 prices)     

Source CRPM 
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