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A NEW STAGE GIVING REGIONS THE CHANCE TO PARTICIPATE 
ON AN EQUAL FOOTING IN EU POLICIES 

 
The CPMR expresses its satisfaction following the agreement that has been reached on the EU’s financial 
perspectives for 2007-2013. This will finally give European regions a clear agenda for taking action in line 
with the Union’s goals up to 2013. 
 
There is still of course some regret as to the lack of ambition displayed in this budget, as was previously 
expressed after the Luxembourg compromise. Nevertheless, we might point out that the amount allocated to 
cohesion is up slightly compared to last June, though this is more the result of a series of national 
concessions rather than stepping up Europe’s strategic goals. The main grounds for satisfaction: 
 

- the budget for convergence remains stable in relation to the European Commission’s initial 
proposals, something which is to be thoroughly welcomed given the current bill of health of the 
European project; 

- the regions retain a true role in delivering the Lisbon and Gothenburg agendas through the regional 
competitiveness and employment objective. 

 
“When we recall that in 1999”, states Claudio Martini, CPMR’s President, “most observers were announcing an 
end to all regional policy except for convergence come 2007, the CPMR can only congratulate itself on the strong 
lobbying campaign it has led together with its member regions and institutional players that sided with its cause. It 
seems that the member states have now understood that in this present day and age we cannot envisage an ambitious 
European strategy without integrating into its design and delivery all players with a major role to play, the regions 
being at the forefront in this regard.” 
 
However, the CPMR still regrets: 
 

- a fall in the budget earmarked for phasing out and phasing in regions that last-minute concessions 
failed to make up for; 

- a 25% drop in funding for regional competitiveness and employment as compared with the 
Commission’s initial proposals; 

- the significant decrease in objective 3, or the ‘territorial cooperation’ objective, especially with regard 
to the transnational and interregional strands. 

 
These accumulated cutbacks mean a drop in the cohesion budget from 0.41% of EU wealth in the current 
period down to 0.37% for the 2007-2013 period. 
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The peripheral maritime regions of Europe will now be concentrating their efforts in 2006 on securing the 
actual arrangements for implementing this policy in line with three major goals, namely: 
 

- securing an effective role for the regions in defining regional strategies, in the light of the threat 
posed by attempts to renationalise this policy in a number of member states;  

- making sure that fair criteria are maintained for allocating resources between regions, so that 
cohesion policies do not end up increasing regional disparities but rather serve to boost reserves of 
growth located in Europe’s intermediate regions; 

- finally, ensuring that funding is targeted towards the Lisbon and Gothenburg agendas and keeping 
on track in this respect by avoiding compensating budget shortfalls for purely state-led policies (we 
are thinking here in particular of housing policies that are surprisingly included among the eligible 
actions). 

 
The result of this action should be assessed in the light of the final regulations and the new version of the 
Community strategic guidelines. 
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