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THE REGIONS CALL FOR GREATER COOPERATION IN THE 
MEDITERRANEAN AREA 

 

Despite reservations expressed by those used to negotiating solely at national level, policy related to the Mediterranean 
area is set to move out of the sphere of external relations to become one of the internal policies of our Regions. We need 
to create the right conditions for dialogue involving partners from the north, south and east of the Mediterranean in all 
their diversity, since only together can we establish an effective partnership, affirmed Claudio Martini, President of 
the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe (CPMR) and Tuscany Region, in his speech at the 
Euromed Regional Conference Barcelona +10. 

The conference was organised by the Generalitat de Catalunya, and its President, Pasqual Maragall, in 
association with the CPMR, and with the institutional backing of the Committee of the Regions. It was 
attended by Javier Solana, High Representative in charge of the EU’s foreign and security policy, and Joe 
Borg, European Commissioner for fisheries and maritime affairs. Some sixty European Regions and local 
authorities from countries belonging to the Euro-Mediterranean partnership assembled, for the first time, on 
the eve of the Summit of Heads of State and Government organised in celebration of the tenth anniversary of 
the Barcelona Process. 

The proceedings concluded with the adoption a joint declaration signed by Regional Leaders and local 
Mayors also meeting in Barcelona on the occasion of the Euro-Mediterranean Conference of Cities organised 
by Barcelona City Council and EUROCITIES. The declaration was submitted to Commissioner Joe Borg and 
Javier Solana, who undertook to deliver it to the Summit of Heads of State and Government the next day. 

A number of issues addressed during the Conference were included in the final declaration. Social, economic 
and territorial cohesion must be at the heart of the Euro-Mediterranean project. Central governments, EU 
institutions and international players should consider all democratic local and regional governments in line 
with the principle of subsidiarity. The success of EU regional and cohesion policy should serve as a model 
for cooperation, by adapting it to the needs and realities of Europe’s Mediterranean partners. 

The Conference also suggested to the Summit to set up a standing Euro-Mediterranean forum of local and 
regional authorities, with the direct support and recognition of the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership. It also 
backed the idea of a Euro-Mediterranean Development Bank coordinated by different international 
investors, provided that local and regional governments could have access to credit.  
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