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PRESS RELEASE 

Brussels, 26 September 2014 Ref: CRPMCOM-6-133 

THE AZORES TO LEAD CPMR 

Vasco Cordeiro, President of the Autonomous Region of the Azores (PT), is the new President of the 
Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR). He was elected, during the 42nd CPMR General Assembly 
that took place on 25-26 September 2014 in the Swedish town of Umeå that is also hosting the European capital 
of culture celebrations.  

“The European project was born of a dream of peace and prosperity, a dream that assumes currently the challenge of job 
creation: as leaders, if we fail, we will have failed in the objective of ensuring that hope and development are the building 
blocks of this joint project,” Vasco Cordeiro stated after the election. 

The General Assembly was hosted by the President of Region Västerbotten (SE), Erik Bergkvist who, speaking 
at the opening, pointed out that “Europe needs more cooperation, not less” and in this context “Regions still have a 
great role to play”. 

Along the same lines, the Swedish MEP Jens Nilsson recalled that “today Europe has lots of challenges: the answer 
is more cooperation, but regions should show the way.” The Member of the EP Committee on Transport and 
Tourism also affirmed that “when the CPMR speaks, everybody listens”. 

During the thematic sessions, the CPMR presented its analysis on the 6th Cohesion Report, and gave an update 
on its agenda on Integrated Maritime Policy that focuses on the interaction between respecting the 
environment and generating blue growth and on the transferability of skills between maritime sectors. Gesine 
Meissner MEP, called for a new Maritime Intergroup: “A decision will be made in November”, but of course, “if 
a new intergroup will be created we wish to keep working closely with the CPMR.” 

The CPMR delegates also debated on the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) and on the new Trans-European 
Transport Networks (TEN-T).  

The CPMR General Assembly unanimously voted a Political Statement with key messages addressed to the 
new Commission and Parliament. 

During the debates, the CPMR delegates also expressed their huge concerns about “the increase in radicalism, 
fundamentalism and extremism in Europe” and called upon the EU to launch strong policies against them. 

For further information, please contact Enrico MAYRHOFER: 
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