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TO AVOID EUROPE BECOMING A RECIPE FOR DISASTER, THE 
PERIPHERAL MARITIME REGIONS OFFER SOME INGREDIENTS FOR 

SUCCESS 
33RD CPMR GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 
Institutional breakdown, deadlock over the budget, “We are at a crucial moment in the European Union’s history, 
where the outcome of the current debates is still unknown and is equally capable of resulting in either a new momentum 
or a damaging step backwards”, affirmed Claudio Martini, President of the CPMR and of Tuscany Region. 
“The question”, he added, ”is to know how to make positive use of this interval.” 
 
The representatives of the 150 peripheral maritime regions of the CPMR met on 3-4 November at the 
invitation of the Autonomous Government of Madeira Region in the presence of José Manuel Durao Barroso, 
President of the European Commission. They put forward their proposals which are centred on 3 concepts: 
promoting cohesion, proximity to citizens and enhancing the maritime dimension 
 

- Promoting cohesion 
“If Europe has a face for many citizens it’s thanks to the structural funds”, stated François Maita, Vice-President of 
Aquitaine Regional Council. More than ever, the regions are defending a fair cohesion policy, which means 
that it needs to be given a credible budget to create the link between cohesion and competitiveness. 
 
Message from President Barroso 
Regarding the financial perspectives and an agreement in December: “This is the test of credibility. We cannot 
say that Europe is working if it cannot find a budget.” 
With regard to cohesion policy: “It is necessary rise above the misguided debate between cohesion and 
competitiveness”. The compromise of the Luxemburg Presidency reduced the funding earmarked for cohesion 
policy by 13%. The negotiations under the UK Presidency are resuming on this basis. It is not possible to fall 
below this amount. 
   

- Proximity to citizens 
“This union which is continuing to extend will not be successful unless citizens are involved through a more active role 
of the regions”, indicated Alberto João Jardim. “I may go so far as to say that the European Union would fail if it 
were simply left in the hands of the member states”, he added. It is vital to get regional players involved, not only 
to secure competitiveness, but also to share the European dream with the citizens. The peripheral maritime 
regions stated during this meeting that they are prepared to accept this responsibility. 
 
Message from President Barroso on this issue: 
“We need to show why Europe is the solution and not the problem. I am grateful to you for your work in favour of a 
strong Europe.” 



 
- An ambitious maritime policy 

Since it was set up in 1973, the CPMR has been campaigning for a European maritime policy. On the 
occasion of the General Assembly, it issued its first contribution to the Green Paper on EU maritime policy1 
to the President of the European Commission. “A fresh impetus for Europe, in terms of sustainable growth, will be 
provided by an ambitious, integrated European maritime policy”, stated Jean-Yves Le Drian, President of Brittany 
Region which, together with Norte Portugal, leads a cooperation project bringing together some fifty 
regional and local authorities with the objective of providing input for the Green Paper. They advocate the 
following: 

- to take into account a territorial approach and the regional sphere in sectoral policies that have an 
impact on maritime activities 

- the relevance of an approach by sea area, which is a sphere of reference for the formulation of 
strategies, planning and cooperation 

- the need to integrate policies applying to coastal areas 
- to strike the right balance between a development-based approach and conservation. 

 
President Barroso stated: “Europe’s maritime regions are vital players and provide a great deal of support. My will 
is to continue working with them.” Similarly, John B. Richardson, Head of the Maritime Task Force of the 
European Commission underlined: “The maritime regions have a major role to play in reaching a consensus on this 
green paper”. 
The CPMR’s final contribution to this consultation will be submitted to Commissioner Joe Borg at a seminar 
to be held in Brittany on 17 February. 
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1 Consultation launched in March 2005 by the European Commission. The results are due to be published in April 2006. 
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