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CPMR CELEBRATES ITS 

40 years after its foundation, the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) met on 26 
and 27 September in its birthplace of Saint
Massiot, President of Brittany Region.

On this occasion the CPMR called on the EU Institutions to strengthen their partnership with the 
Regions when implementing policies for the 2014
defend cohesion policy as the main EU policy to support growth and employment and underp
territorial cohesion and solidarity.

 “I wish to express how proud I am to have worked for an exemplary European regional organisation. 
Exemplary in its geographical scope, covering the European territory in its most extreme boundaries 
the Caribbean to the Indian Ocean, from Lapland to the Greek islands 
shows, since within our organisation we can find the smallest authorities,”
French Minister for Defence and outgoing President of CPMR

Making her first address, Annika Annerby Jansson
first woman to be elected President of CPMR, congratulated her predecessor
excellent leadership of President Jean
from a peripheral and maritime country and I hope to bring some positive and collaborative attitudes of 
Swedish local and regional politics to the CPMR. I will strive to nurture and develop the recognit
have gained over the years so as to continue to be a credible, open and growing organisation”. 

The French Minister for European Affairs, 
based in the territories.”… “In the galaxy of regiona
the most prominent role and has the structure that is most productive in terms of ideas and the most effective 
in defending territorial cohesion.” 

Johannes Hahn, Commissioner in charge of Regional poli
CPMR are very constructive: we share the same vision for the future. Together we managed to fight for a 
strong and fair cohesion policy which assumes the role and responsibilities it stands for, namely economic 
and social development.” 
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CPMR CELEBRATES ITS 40TH ANNIVERSARY

40 years after its foundation, the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) met on 26 
and 27 September in its birthplace of Saint-Malo (FR) for its General Assembly hosted by Pierrick 
Massiot, President of Brittany Region. 

called on the EU Institutions to strengthen their partnership with the 
Regions when implementing policies for the 2014-2020 period saying it will continue to fight to 
defend cohesion policy as the main EU policy to support growth and employment and underp
territorial cohesion and solidarity. 

“I wish to express how proud I am to have worked for an exemplary European regional organisation. 
Exemplary in its geographical scope, covering the European territory in its most extreme boundaries 

ean to the Indian Ocean, from Lapland to the Greek islands – and exemplary in the solidarity it 
shows, since within our organisation we can find the smallest authorities,” said 
French Minister for Defence and outgoing President of CPMR. 

Annika Annerby Jansson, President of Skåne Regional Council and the 
woman to be elected President of CPMR, congratulated her predecessor: “

excellent leadership of President Jean-Yves Le Drian, has always advocated multi-level governance. I come 
from a peripheral and maritime country and I hope to bring some positive and collaborative attitudes of 
Swedish local and regional politics to the CPMR. I will strive to nurture and develop the recognit
have gained over the years so as to continue to be a credible, open and growing organisation”. 

The French Minister for European Affairs, Thierry Repentin, stressed that 
based in the territories.”… “In the galaxy of regional and local government associations, the CPMR occupies 
the most prominent role and has the structure that is most productive in terms of ideas and the most effective 

Commissioner in charge of Regional policy, highlighted that “
CPMR are very constructive: we share the same vision for the future. Together we managed to fight for a 
strong and fair cohesion policy which assumes the role and responsibilities it stands for, namely economic 
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40 years after its foundation, the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) met on 26 
Malo (FR) for its General Assembly hosted by Pierrick 

called on the EU Institutions to strengthen their partnership with the 
2020 period saying it will continue to fight to 

defend cohesion policy as the main EU policy to support growth and employment and underpin 

“I wish to express how proud I am to have worked for an exemplary European regional organisation. 
Exemplary in its geographical scope, covering the European territory in its most extreme boundaries – from 

and exemplary in the solidarity it 
said Jean- Yves Le Drian, 

, President of Skåne Regional Council and the 
: “The CPMR, under the 
level governance. I come 

from a peripheral and maritime country and I hope to bring some positive and collaborative attitudes of 
Swedish local and regional politics to the CPMR. I will strive to nurture and develop the recognition that we 
have gained over the years so as to continue to be a credible, open and growing organisation”.  

, stressed that “growth primarily is 
l and local government associations, the CPMR occupies 

the most prominent role and has the structure that is most productive in terms of ideas and the most effective 

cy, highlighted that “the positions of 
CPMR are very constructive: we share the same vision for the future. Together we managed to fight for a 
strong and fair cohesion policy which assumes the role and responsibilities it stands for, namely economic 
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In the round table “What future for the European project?” organised for the 40th anniversary in the 
presence of the European Commissioner for Internal Market and Services, Michel Barnier 
specified that “to win the battle for jobs, competitiveness and growth, we need every citizen, every business 
and every territory, including the most peripheral”. Regarding CPMR’s role during his former mandate 
as Commissioner for Regional Policy, Michel Barnier recalled the CPMR’s “appeal to defend regional 
policy as well as its vision and the intelligence of its proposals.” 

During this session, the President of the European Commission, Manuel Barroso, delivered a 
speech (by video address) recalling that “the CPMR has quite an impressive track record: it has helped 
to strengthen the role of the regions in implementing the European project and helped to strengthen cohesion 
by focusing on peripheral territories.” 

A number of MEPs also congratulated the CPMR on its 40 years of success. 

“I praise the CPMR for being the first organisation to launch a real debate on the links between European 
economic governance and cohesion policy even before this debate reaches the European Parliament,” stated 
Jan Olbrycht. 

Rapporteur on the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF), Alain Cadec, recalled that 
changes had been made regarding a number of points in the EMFF since the Commission’s 
proposals. The MEP also highlighted that “without the CPMR, there would never have been an Atlantic 
Strategy, nor would there even have been a Communication”. 

François Alfonsi, Rapporteur on macro-regional strategies also emphasised this aspect of macro-
regions stating that “regionalisation is right now: macro-regional strategies are the future and we need to 
move towards the future as quickly as possible.” 

Isabelle Thomas, Member of the Seas and Coastal Areas Intergroup, joined the CPMR in 
“underlining the need to develop an inclusive approach to maritime activities aimed at allowing the different 
uses of the sea to coexist in the same area”. She also stressed “the need for the regions and the EU 
institutions to work more closely together to assist the fishing sector in implementing the Common Fisheries 
Policy”. 

Regarding the industrial dimension, delegates affirmed that if Europe is to remain a great 
maritime power, it must assist the differentiation and diversification of its shipyards and its 
industries towards new blue growth markets.  

See the final declaration approved by the peripheral maritime regions present in St Malo. 
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