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SHAPING EUROPE

In light of the Regions’ involvement
Europe, approved by the EU the Council of Ministers on 25 June 2013, the Conference of Peripheral 
Maritime Regions and Pays de la Loire Region (FR) organised a 
strategies in Europe and in the Regions?”
Regional Council of Pays de la Loire.

The purpose of the seminar was to convey a series of political messages about
diversification of the industry in Europe, looking at 
European public authorities should 

"We have managed to change the way the European Commission and Parliament 
making them understand that maritime industries are a sector with a future and that all possible EU support needs to 
be secured for its development. Shipbuilding skills
emergence of new sectors such as marine renewable energy. 
for motorways of the sea or river passenger transport in urban areas.
it. Thousands of skilled jobs throughout Europe 
de la Loire Region and member of the CPMR Political Bureau, 

The seminar provided the opportunity to put forward proposals to 
industries in order to boost employment. In particular, the shipbuilding industry should not only be 
considered as an industrial pillar of t
activities, including for example marine renewables.

Participants urged the EU to continue to reaffirm the policy objective of maintaining and developing its 
maritime industries and the need to consolidate a specific strategy for the maritime industries, as 
by Eleni Marianou, Secretary General of the CPMR. 
such. On the contrary, it is possible and necessary to support 
them over time. CPMR welcomes the fact that the Sea is being given a more prominent place in the European Union’s 
objectives, and the Regions, through their policies and use of cohesion policy

Michel Aymeric, Secretary General for Maritime Affairs in France stated that 
Integrated Maritime Policy, economic development and blue growth is the primary objective, drawing on 
sectors and innovative activities of the maritime economy. In this context, shipbuilding is 
like France, and its traditional activities will easily find an advantage in taking on board brand new
energy standards, ship dismantling and the development of marine renewable energy.”

The private sector also took part in the seminar
and Maritime Equipment Association
Penta (IT) and ENONDAS (Portugal
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SHAPING EUROPE’S MARITIME FUTURE WITH THE REGIONS

involvement in drafting the “Leadership 2020” report on the future o
Europe, approved by the EU the Council of Ministers on 25 June 2013, the Conference of Peripheral 
Maritime Regions and Pays de la Loire Region (FR) organised a seminar on “Maritime Industries: what future 
strategies in Europe and in the Regions?” in Nantes on 5 July 2013, hosted by Jacques Auxiette
Regional Council of Pays de la Loire. 

The purpose of the seminar was to convey a series of political messages about the future of shipbuilding and 
ation of the industry in Europe, looking at what follow-up businesses and regional, national and 

should give to the guidelines set out in the “LeaderShip 2020

o change the way the European Commission and Parliament view the shipbuilding industry: 
making them understand that maritime industries are a sector with a future and that all possible EU support needs to 

Shipbuilding skills are spreading throughout industry as a whole
emergence of new sectors such as marine renewable energy. Boats adapted to tomorrow’s uses still need to be invented 
for motorways of the sea or river passenger transport in urban areas. All this is possible if we are given the means to do 

housands of skilled jobs throughout Europe are at stake,” said Christophe Clergeau, 1
de la Loire Region and member of the CPMR Political Bureau, during the opening session.

The seminar provided the opportunity to put forward proposals to establish the competitiveness of maritime 
to boost employment. In particular, the shipbuilding industry should not only be 

considered as an industrial pillar of the future as such, but also as a basis for the development of other 
activities, including for example marine renewables. 

Participants urged the EU to continue to reaffirm the policy objective of maintaining and developing its 
ed to consolidate a specific strategy for the maritime industries, as 

, Secretary General of the CPMR. “For the CPMR, there are no obsolete industrial sectors as 
it is possible and necessary to support the changes to industrial sectors and those working in 

them over time. CPMR welcomes the fact that the Sea is being given a more prominent place in the European Union’s 
objectives, and the Regions, through their policies and use of cohesion policy, have a leading role 

, Secretary General for Maritime Affairs in France stated that “with regard to the EU’s 
Integrated Maritime Policy, economic development and blue growth is the primary objective, drawing on 

nd innovative activities of the maritime economy. In this context, shipbuilding is a 
like France, and its traditional activities will easily find an advantage in taking on board brand new

antling and the development of marine renewable energy.” 

r also took part in the seminar with representatives from SEA Europe, the European Ships 
and Maritime Equipment Association, STX France, FINCANTIERI (IT) Azimut -

Portugal). 
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on the future of shipbuilding in 
Europe, approved by the EU the Council of Ministers on 25 June 2013, the Conference of Peripheral 

ime Industries: what future 
Jacques Auxiette, President of the 

the future of shipbuilding and 
businesses and regional, national and 
LeaderShip 2020” Report. 

the shipbuilding industry: 
making them understand that maritime industries are a sector with a future and that all possible EU support needs to 

as a whole. This is leading to the 
adapted to tomorrow’s uses still need to be invented 
All this is possible if we are given the means to do 

, 1st Vice-President of Pays 
session. 

the competitiveness of maritime 
to boost employment. In particular, the shipbuilding industry should not only be 

he future as such, but also as a basis for the development of other 

Participants urged the EU to continue to reaffirm the policy objective of maintaining and developing its 
ed to consolidate a specific strategy for the maritime industries, as indicated 

“For the CPMR, there are no obsolete industrial sectors as 
changes to industrial sectors and those working in 

them over time. CPMR welcomes the fact that the Sea is being given a more prominent place in the European Union’s 
ing role to play in this.” 

“with regard to the EU’s 
Integrated Maritime Policy, economic development and blue growth is the primary objective, drawing on the traditional 

a strong point for a country 
like France, and its traditional activities will easily find an advantage in taking on board brand new areas such as 

SEA Europe, the European Ships 
- Benetti (IT), Navigo e 

http://www.crpm.org/en/index.php?act=6,1,2,354
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The European institutions were represented by Wolfgang Hehn from DG Enterprise and Industry of the 
European Commission and Isabelle Thomas, Member of the Seas and Coastal Areas Intergroup of the EP, 
who stressed that “Europe is beginning to realise that it cannot do without its industries, and live on the services 
sector alone. However, we must avoid two pitfalls: reproducing the same mistakes at sea as on land by depleting 
resources, and stopping any development arguing that growth is in decline”. 

On behalf of the Regions, Gianfranco Simoncini, Regional Minister for Employment of Tuscany (IT) and 
Guillermo Martinez Suarez, Regional Minister for the Presidency of the Asturian Government (ES), also 
made speeches during the debates. 
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