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THE ERIKA RULING SHO

The post Erika trial was the focus of 
the Seas and Coastal Areas Intergroup.

This event was attended by representatives of the Commission, the European Parliament, 
regional authorities and NGOs, and examined the consequences that the ruling ha
down by the French Court of Justice might have at European and international level on the 
Erika trial, especially with regard to covering environmental damage to the marine 
environment. 

The Intergroup meeting provided the opportunity for the Conferenc
Regions (CPMR), represented by the Chair of the Erika IV Working Group, 
Karleskind, Vice President of the Regional Council of Brittany (FR) to circulate a 
paper for better compensation for environmental damage caused by shipping accidents in 
the EU. 

“With the Erika ruling, regional and local authorities were recognised as victims of environmental 
damage, and as such were able 
international and European rules along these lines. At the same time, we need to speed up and 
simplify procedures for compensating victims,” 
CPMR. 

Corinne Lepage MEP (ALDE, FR) and President of the Seas and Coastal Areas Intergroup of 
the European Parliament called
immune from liability: making people fully aware of the potential costs of 
of prevention. It is also essential to clarify the relevant jurisdiction to rule on the damage, and I uphold 
the idea that the State that is the injured party must have jurisdiction to prosecute those responsible. 
Finally, we are going to put back on the agenda the idea of creating a special European fund to 
complement the IOPC Funds," added the MEP.

For Isabelle Thomas MEP (S&D
law. At present, there is a gap between the law as it exists and what societies throughout Europe 
expect from it. Firstly, any such convictions are a legitimate clampdown on those who make regio
and local authorities bear the burden caused by their reckless risk
carriers from carrying out all forms of dumping and will thus serve as a prevention tool.”
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THE ERIKA RULING SHOULD LEAD TO CHANGES IN MARITIME 
RULES 

The post Erika trial was the focus of debate in the European Parliament on 24 April as part of 
the Seas and Coastal Areas Intergroup. 

This event was attended by representatives of the Commission, the European Parliament, 
regional authorities and NGOs, and examined the consequences that the ruling ha
down by the French Court of Justice might have at European and international level on the 
Erika trial, especially with regard to covering environmental damage to the marine 

The Intergroup meeting provided the opportunity for the Conference Peripheral Maritime 
Regions (CPMR), represented by the Chair of the Erika IV Working Group, 

, Vice President of the Regional Council of Brittany (FR) to circulate a 
for better compensation for environmental damage caused by shipping accidents in 

“With the Erika ruling, regional and local authorities were recognised as victims of environmental 
damage, and as such were able to obtain compensation. We must now move forward by changing 
international and European rules along these lines. At the same time, we need to speed up and 
simplify procedures for compensating victims,” said Pierre Karleskind, speaking on behalf of the 

MEP (ALDE, FR) and President of the Seas and Coastal Areas Intergroup of 
the European Parliament called “for EU law to be strengthened so that no actor involved is 
immune from liability: making people fully aware of the potential costs of their action is the best form 
of prevention. It is also essential to clarify the relevant jurisdiction to rule on the damage, and I uphold 
the idea that the State that is the injured party must have jurisdiction to prosecute those responsible. 

are going to put back on the agenda the idea of creating a special European fund to 
added the MEP. 

MEP (S&D-FR), “the time is now ripe to introduce ecological damage into EU 
law. At present, there is a gap between the law as it exists and what societies throughout Europe 
expect from it. Firstly, any such convictions are a legitimate clampdown on those who make regio
and local authorities bear the burden caused by their reckless risk-taking. Secondly, the cost will deter 
carriers from carrying out all forms of dumping and will thus serve as a prevention tool.”
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http://www.crpm.org/pub/agenda/2238_nt_crpm_propositions_dommage_ecologique.pdf
http://www.crpm.org/pub/agenda/2238_nt_crpm_propositions_dommage_ecologique.pdf
http://www.crpm.org/en/index.php?act=6,1,2,335


Gesine Meissner (ALDE, DE) and Antolin Sanchez Presedo (S&D, ES) also attended the 
meeting representing the European Parliament. 

Following the Erika judgment in France, it is necessary to compensate for environmental 
damage at international and European level. For the CPMR, several solutions exist, including 
a change in the CLC Convention (International Convention on Civil Liability for Oil 
Pollution Damage) and IOPC Funds schemes (International Oil Pollution Compensation 
Funds), the introduction of a special international or EU fund, changes to the European 
Directive on environmental liability and the convergence of case law and national legislation. 
Through the Erika IV initiative, the CPMR calls on the International Maritime Organization 
(IMO) and the European Union to act to ensure the ongoing improvement of maritime 
safety. 

Among the regional representatives who spoke during the debate, Jonathan Wills, Shetland 
Islands Councillor (UK) highlighted the risk of offshore platforms: "My hopes are renewed with 
the new European directive which makes it possible to compensate for damage to the marine 
environment in the event of an accident caused by oil and gas platforms.” 
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