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THE CPMR ISLANDS SAY 
A RETHINK OF THE ALL

Seizing the opportunity of the EU P
Informal Meeting of EU Ministers responsible for
Commission, which brings together the 
conference in Cyprus on Monday 5
currently under negotiation. 

In a letter sent to the Ambassadors of the 27 Member States of the European Union
the CPMR expressed concern that 
significant number of Member States. This scenario has become a reality in the revised proposal of the 
negotiation box of the Multi-annual Financial Framework p
Council of the European Union on 30
nearly 12.75 billion Euros, in contrast to

“The CPMR has been listened to on one 
concern all budget headings and does not challenge the ar
explained between the political discourse of Member States
investment needed to boost European growth
European policy designated to restore growth by investment in our Regions?”
General of the CPMR. 

The EU must take into account its geographical disparities, and in particular the fact that in order to achieve 
the same Community objective, it is very often necessary to spend more
when dealing with territories characterised by their insular and mountainous location or their low
population density. Thereby, to enable citizens to access high
in these areas than in a large urban area of the continent. 
Corsican mountains, or the Islands of the Aegean Sea, and it is necessary that public funds are provided, and 
consistently provided, otherwise the EU2020 obj
Mahairidis, President of the South Aegean Region.

However, the allocation formula of the
rate) takes little account of the situation of Member States with a
population living in areas with so-called 
higher costs. 

Followed by the European Parliament, the islands 
realities to become, significantly, one of the criteria for allocating funds.
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SAY “NO” TO EU BUDGET CUTS 
A RETHINK OF THE ALLOCATION CRITERIA FOR STRUCTURAL 

FUNDS 

the EU Presidency being held by a small island state, and especially 
of EU Ministers responsible for Cohesion Policy also taking place,

brings together the island regional authorities from across the Union
in Cyprus on Monday 5 November 2012 to discuss Cohesion Policy and 

mbassadors of the 27 Member States of the European Union
ern that Cohesion Policy bears the majority of budget 

significant number of Member States. This scenario has become a reality in the revised proposal of the 
annual Financial Framework presented by the Cyprus

of the European Union on 30 October 2012, which proposes to cut the Cohesion Policy 
in contrast to 7 billion Euros for the Common Agricultural Policy.

“The CPMR has been listened to on one point at least: the MFF reductions proposed by the Presidency of the Council 
concern all budget headings and does not challenge the architecture of Cohesion Policy. Yet how can such a difference 

between the political discourse of Member States reiterating the key role of the European budget and the 
investment needed to boost European growth, and this new budgetary cut on Cohesion Policy,
European policy designated to restore growth by investment in our Regions?” Asked Elen

The EU must take into account its geographical disparities, and in particular the fact that in order to achieve 
it is very often necessary to spend more, even much more, in infrastructure 

when dealing with territories characterised by their insular and mountainous location or their low
population density. Thereby, to enable citizens to access high-speed networks will be much more expensive 

e urban area of the continent. “No private operator rushes to connect the 
Corsican mountains, or the Islands of the Aegean Sea, and it is necessary that public funds are provided, and 
consistently provided, otherwise the EU2020 objectives will remain an abstract 

the South Aegean Region. 

allocation formula of the structural funds (mainly based on GDP or 
rate) takes little account of the situation of Member States with a significant portion of 

called "geographic or demographic handicaps" and 

Followed by the European Parliament, the islands therefore call for the geographic and demographic 
become, significantly, one of the criteria for allocating funds. 
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CUTS AND “YES” TO 
FOR STRUCTURAL 

by a small island state, and especially that of the 
also taking place, the CPMR Islands 

the Union, held its annual 
to discuss Cohesion Policy and the European budget 

mbassadors of the 27 Member States of the European Union on 19 September 2012, 
budget cuts mentioned by a 

significant number of Member States. This scenario has become a reality in the revised proposal of the 
resented by the Cyprus Presidency of the 

, which proposes to cut the Cohesion Policy budget by 
for the Common Agricultural Policy. 

the MFF reductions proposed by the Presidency of the Council 
Yet how can such a difference be 

reiterating the key role of the European budget and the 
on Cohesion Policy, even though it is the 

Asked Eleni Marianou, Secretary 

The EU must take into account its geographical disparities, and in particular the fact that in order to achieve 
, even much more, in infrastructure 

when dealing with territories characterised by their insular and mountainous location or their low-
speed networks will be much more expensive 
“No private operator rushes to connect the 

Corsican mountains, or the Islands of the Aegean Sea, and it is necessary that public funds are provided, and 
l remain an abstract notion.” Noted Mr 

structural funds (mainly based on GDP or on the unemployment 
significant portion of their territory or 

and that are facing much 

the geographic and demographic 
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“The payment of an additional allowance per capita would be one way to take into account these additional costs. Such 
an allowance is paid to scarcely-populated regions, which is legitimate. Why is it not given to Islands, whose situation 
is similarly recognised by Article 174 of the Treaty?”  Questioned President Cappellacci, President of Sardinia 
and of the Islands Commission, who, in his capacity as Head of the CPMR delegation, will relay this 
message to the Informal Council on Cohesion on 6 November. 

During their meeting, the Island Regions also provided their full support to the efforts of the Outermost 
Regions for an effective implementation of the provisions of Article 349 of the Treaty, particularly in the 
framework of the discussions on the reforms of European policies 2014-2020. 

For further information, please contact Enrico MAYRHOFER: 
Gsm: + 32 486 56 19 67 - Email: enrico.mayrhofer@crpm.org  
Web: www.crpm.org 
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