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PRESS RELEASE 

Giglio Island, 13 April 2012 Réf : CRPMCOM120014 

MORE SAFETY FOR OUR SHORELINES AFTER THE COSTA 
CONCORDIA DISASTER 

 
Three months after the Costa Concordia disaster, a Seminar was organised on « How to reconcile "maritime 
safety and the development of passenger transport». The event was held at Giglio Island (IT) on 12 and 13 April. 
 
The Seminar was organised by the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe (CPMR) and the 
Tuscany Region (IT) upon initiative of its President Enrico ROSSI, and in partnership with the Brittany 
Region (FR), Giglio Municipality (IT) and the Grosseto Province (IT). 
 
The support of European Maritime Regions for this initiative comes within the context of the « ERIKA IV » 
initiative, whose leader within the CPMR is the Brittany Region (FR). The objective of this initiative is to 
stimulate action within the European Union to reinforce preventive and response measures in case of 
maritime accidents. 
 
In this context, the CPMR invites European and International institutions to involve Regions directly in their 
activities on maritime security, since they are in the forefront both for the support they provide to maritime 
transport – much to their benefit as well -  and because Regions often have to bear the brunt of maritime 
accidents that occur on their territories.  
 
Jean-Yves LE DRIAN, CPMR and Brittany Region President, also reminded participants that an Informal 
Council on sea issues will be held on 8 October 2012 under the auspices of the Cypriot Presidency and that 
maritime Regions expect « a political assessment and an ambitious new agenda for the European maritime sector». 
Concerning maritime safety, in particular, the CPMR President also stated that « maritime areas must always be 
considered as potential victims» and stressed that it would be rather strange if «in the case of maritime accidents, 
jurisdiction were to be granted to the flag country of the vessel rather than to the country where the accident occurred ».  
 
CPMR also believes that the European Commission and the IMO – within the framework of an ERIKA IV 
package – should also devise future rules on maritime safety. Possible issues to discuss would be: 
authorisation to sail only in certain areas, monitoring of maritime traffic, training of ship commanders and 
crew members, vessel stability in case of accident and evacuation procedures.  
 
Enrico ROSSI, President of the Tuscany Region remarked that in air transport, flight plans are first 
submitted to and subsequently approved by ATC authorities: « I asked people involved in air transport if 
airplanes follow a predetermined flight plan and they told me that it is actually the case. I also asked them if the 
commander can decide independently whether to deviate from the established route. I was told that if it is indeed 
necessary to change a flight plan, the commander must absolutely obtain authorisation from ATC authorities. Why 
don't these rules apply to maritime transport as well? It is true that at sea the risk of collision with other vessels is 
unlikely, however…there are rocks, oil tankers and fog. » 
 
Debora SERRACCHIANI, member of the Committee on Transport and Tourism of the European 
Parliament insisted that the problem is «excessive discretional power of commanders in applying the rules and not a 
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lack of legislation ». The MEP also declared that the Galileo system would help improve the monitoring of 
maritime traffic and also advocated in favour of « EU Rules on a minimum distance to be kept from shorelines».  
 
Cristiano ALIPERTA, Vice-Admiral and Assistant Permanent Representative for Italy at the International 

Maritime Organisation IMO stated that the IMO maritime safety Committee – which is in charge of safety, 

shipbuilding, equipment and operations of vessels of the merchant marine – will meet in London on 16 May 

2012 and that safety issues will be discussed at large. 

The European Commission representative, Carlo PETTINELI – Director of DG Enterprise and Industry 
stressed the importance of tourism in Europe and in particular that of the cruise industry which served six 
million passengers in the EU in 2011. Mr Pettinelli also announced that the Commission will launch a plan 
for coastal maritime tourism in order to support growth and job creation in coastal areas. A public 
consultation on the matter will be launched soon. 
 
The cruise industry was also invited to this meeting. Roberto MARTINOLI from the European Cruise Council 
- which represents the 30 most important companies in the sector - declared that the Commission and the 
European Parliament, now «have assumed a moderate and constructive attitude and are ready to work together with 
the industry. We must all learn from the Costa Concordia disaster because the death of even one single passenger is 
horrible for the whole maritime industry ».  
 
A final declaration was approved by participants and addressed to National, European and International 
authorities. Inter alia, it invites all 27 member states to express - also with the support of the European 
Commission - « an ambitious, strong and united position within the framework of the IMO » and « to constantly 
spur it to pursue actions in favour of maritime safety ». First of all, CPMR insists on the need to implement 
existing legislation, in particular the Erika III package, since only 40% of member states have transposed it 
even though the European Commission have launched over 80 infringement procedures against member 
states who have infringed Union rules. Secondly, maritime Regions insist on the need to approve new 
legislative measures (ERIKA IV), in particular, concerning ocean liners and container ships.  
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