
 

  

 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Brussels, 2 February 2012 Ref: CRPMCOM120007 

NEW HORIZONS FOR THE 
MARITIME INDUSTRIES 

 
With work on “Blue Growth” underway at the European Commission and a Communication due 
out at the end of 2012, Pays de la Loire Region, the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions 

(CPMR) and the Seas and Coastal Areas Intergroup of the European Parliament chaired by 
Corinne Lepage, organised a public hearing today on “Think differently: new horizons for the 
maritime industries”. 
 
Discussions focused on the innovative diversification of European shipyards and ways of 
improving industrial competitiveness and Europe’s leadership in the maritime industries sector. 
These issues are fully in line with the Europe 2020 strategy and the Integrated Maritime Policy. 
 
According to Corinne Lepage, “we need to create new economic activities, but ones that correspond to 
tomorrow’s markets not yesterday’s. A real source of jobs lies in transforming our existing industries, and 
the shipbuilding industries are a perfect example of this. The technologies are out there to boost and diversify 
the shipbuilding industries: offshore wind turbines, marine energies, eco-ships.” She added: “Europe risks 
missing out on the 3rd industrial revolution if we do not start investing right now in research and 
innovation by drawing on existing sectors. We have unequalled skills in Europe in shipbuilding and repair, 
so let us create the conditions to conserve them and put them to good use!” 
 
“We would like to speed up the differentiation and diversification of maritime industries towards sectors 
with future potential such as marine energies, the energy-efficient ecovessel of the future or maritime 
infrastructures. In this regard, the European Union can play a decisive role. Our aims are therefore political: 
the future EU innovation strategy and the future EU regional policy need to take full account of the 
importance of this industrial challenge. A strong consensus is emerging between Europe’s regions on how to 
pave the way for the future of maritime industries. Today they will be signing a joint memorandumi,” stated 
Christophe Clergeau, 1st Vice-President of Pays de la Loire Regional Council (FR). 
 
“CPMR is also calling for a renewed and ambitious vision of the Integrated Maritime Policy that would help 
to support innovative approaches and diversification in the ship building and repair industry” said 
Talvikki Koskinen, Member of the Board of the Regional Council of Southwest Finland and 
member of CPMR’s Political Bureau, addressing his message to the European Commission in 
particular. Talvikki Koskinen also considered that “the inter-ministerial conference that will be held in 
Cyprus on 8 October 2012 must therefore include shipbuilding and repair as part of the EU’s initiatives on 
blue growth and maritime industries. These initiatives should contribute towards growth in all maritime 
regions, because our regions are instrumental in creating blue growth.” 
 
  

http://www.crpm.org/pub/news/306_120202_mou_en.pdf


 

  

 

 

 
The European Commission was represented by par Valentina Superti, Member of the Cabinet of 
Industry Commissioner, Antonio Tajani, and by Fabrizia Benini, Head of Unit at DG Mare, who 
stated that the European Commission wants to focus on blue growth: “growth that will only be 
possible if we work together with the Regions, the EU Council and representatives from the different sectors 
of industry.” 
 
For more information, contact Enrico MAYRHOFER: 
Gsm: + 32 486 56 19 67 - E-mail : enrico.mayrhofer@crpm.org  
Web: www.crpm.org 
                                                      
i
 A memorandum was approved by the maritime regions members of the “Maritime Industry for Blue 
Growth” initiative and was formally presented to the European Commission to highlight their commitment 
to working closely together 
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