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PRESS RELEASE 

Brussels, 21 September 2011 Ref: CRPMCOM110067 

CPMR DELIVERS A MESSAGE TO THE 27 MEMBER STATES 

Further to the document circulated on 12 September by the eight Member States1 that are net 

contributors to the EU budget, and that believe the European Commission’s proposal for the 

multiannual financial framework 2014-2020 is “too high”, the Conference of Peripheral Maritime 

Regions (CPMR) today sent a letter to the 27 Permanent Representatives to the EU in order to 

stress the importance of having an ambitious European budget.  
 
“For our regions,” said Jean Yves Le Drian, President of the CPMR and the Region of Brittany, “the 
proposal for the post-2013 financial framework made in June represents a new cause for hope, so we can make 
the vital investments that our people and businesses need, to ensure their well-being and development, in all 
areas. Aside from the funds, this European budget also offers innovative methods and tools that provide an 
excellent opportunity to improve the quality of our public spending, in sum, to spend better without 
spending more.” 
 
In the letter, CPMR acknowledges the efforts undertaken by European countries in recent months 
to put their public finances in order, saying “Europe will only be able to emerge from the serious crisis in 
which it finds itself if it plays the card of solidarity by rejecting the re-nationalisation of policies and 
preventing countries from withdrawing into self-interest.”  
 
“The European budget, which only represents 1% of European GDP, is not in deficit and cannot have one: 
the consolidation of states’ public finances through budget savings is now an absolute priority, but while it is 
thus appropriate for the European budget to remain stable, there is no reason it should be subject to the same 
programme of austerity as national budgets,” concluded Mr Le Drian . 
 
This issue will be one of the items on the agenda at the CPMR’s 39th General Assembly in Aarhus 
(DK) on 29 and 30 September, which is being hosted by the Danish Regions of Nordjylland, 
Syddanmark, Midtjylland and Bornholms Regionskommune. European Commissioners 
Michel BARNIER and Connie HEDEGAARD will speak during the debates on “A tandem between 
the single market and cohesion policy” and “Climate Change & Maritime Regions: 2 years after 
Copenhagen” respectively.  
 
For further information, please contact Enrico MAYRHOFER: 
Gsm: + 32 486 56 19 67 - E-mail : enrico.mayrhofer@crpm.org  
Web: www.crpm.org 

                                                           
1 The signatory states are Austria, Germany, Finland, France, Italy, Netherlands, Sweden and the United Kingdom. 
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