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PRESS RELEASE 

Brussels, 14 July 2011 Ref: CRPMCOM110057 

GEOGHEGAN-QUINN FOR BETTER SYNERGY BETWEEN RESEARCH AND COHESION 

 

“I am very keen to increase the participation of Peripheral Regions because coming from the periphery I am aware of 
their needs and opportunities”, said Maire Geoghegan-Quinn, European Commissioner for Research, 
Innovation and Science, participating at the conference “Innovation for Stronger Regions: opportunities for 
Regional Actors in FP7”. Regional policy is a key driver for the EU 2020 strategy and we need better synergy and 
interaction between Research and Innovation and Cohesion”. she added. 

The purpose of the event, promoted by the European Commission and hosted by the Committee of the 
Regions, was to inform Regions, Regional Universities, Research centres and business representatives, about 
the new opportunities resulting from the forthcoming calls under the 7th Framework Programme (FP7), 
These will be launched on July 19 and their values are estimated to run into several billion Euros. 

During the opening session, the Regions were represented by Ramón Luis Valcárcel Siso, President of the 
Region of Murcia, and Vice-President of both the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) and 
the Committee of the Regions. 

Luis Valcárcel Siso stressed the need for EU policies and programmes in support of Research and Innovation 
to further open their doors to Regions and to the territorial dimension, similar to those efforts undertaken to 
further improve Structural Funds support for innovation and research. “The regional dimension of the 
Framework Programme for Research must go beyond calls for proposals targeted at Regions which currently exist, such 
as Regions of Knowledge”, declared Luis Valcarcel Siso.  

Luis Valcárcel Siso also stressed the need for building relationships with Regions based on trust and 
partnership. In this perspective, “funding of major EU infrastructures for research should not result from new forms 
of compulsory earmarking, but rather from trust and partnership with the Regions”.  

The Vice-President of the CPMR also called for a more dynamic approach to excellence. He underlined that 
“there is more interest in supporting emerging actors aiming to achieve excellence than in supporting actors that are 
already very strong and competitive”. 

Robert-Jan Smits, Director General, for Research and Innovation and Clara de la Torre, Director for the 
Research and Innovation at the European Commission took also part in the discussions.  
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