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PRESS RELEASE 
Rennes, 20 May 2005 Ref: CRPMCOM050051 

 

CLAUDIO MARTINI, PRESIDENT OF CPMR: “NO TO EUROPE PAYING THE PRICE OF 
DERISIVE BUDGET AGREEMENTS” 

 
The Luxembourg Presidency of the Union has just proposed a compromise on the financial perspectives for 
2007-2013, with a view to the Conclave of Foreign Affairs Ministers on 22 May next. It seems that it 
advocates a budget that is much closer to the position of the so-called “gang of six” (Germany, France, UK, 
Netherlands, Sweden, Austria that did not wish to exceed 1%, of the Gross National Income (GNI)) than the 
European Commission’s proposal of 1.24%. Claudio Martini, President of the CPMR denounces these 
“derisive budget agreements”. 
 
“Each time the budget negotiations come around, history seems to repeat itself. In spite of the new 
constitutional treaty, historic enlargement and Lisbon and Gothenburg strategies, the outcome seems as 
usual to be a foregone conclusion. On examining the latest recommendations from the Luxembourg 
Presidency, it can be taken as read that the ambitious four-year run-up to a new phase in the European 
integration process may well end up once more with member states withdrawing into national self-interest. 
This was already the case in Berlin in 1999 and will be an even more likely event in Brussels in June 2005. 
The announced result is all the more regrettable in that it is highly likely to be confirmed, despite the firm 
European convictions and negotiating skills displayed by the six-month Presidency. 
 
The major political advances have met with the following responses: 

- An historic and unprecedented unification of the European continent after centuries of division? 
Let’s cut funding for cohesion policy down to 0.37% of EU 27’s Gross National Income as opposed to 
0.41% as suggested by the European Commission in its already very modest proposals. 

- A Lisbon Strategy designed to make Europe the most competitive economy in the world? Let’s do 
away with the budget earmarked for research, innovation, TEN-T, and employment and training, 
thus making a mockery of several years of reassuring messages that in the end have proved 
worthless (the Luxembourg Presidency’s proposed increase in funding is down tenfold on the 
figures put forward by the Commission!). 

- A more democratic Europe closer to its citizens, with a greater involvement of regional and local 
authorities? Let’s reduce the regional competitiveness and employment objective, which concerns 
over 65% of the EU population, to an unacceptable amount that is barely more than symbolic! 

- A Europe which gives more weight to the European Parliament to improve the way democracy 
works? A Presidency of the Council that seems to be totally unaware of the policy positions resulting 
from the unprecedented work undertaken by the Böge report. 

- 17 out of 25 governments have taken a stand as friends of cohesion? Let’s continue to focus 
exclusively on a group of 6 of the wealthiest states, that are divided and incapable of agreeing on 
what the priority budget headings should be or how the Union should be financed. 
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At a time when many pro-European organisations are leading campaigns throughout the EU to support the 
draft constitutional treaty, the budget negotiations are quite likely to discourage the most fervent supporters. 
Have some states already decided to allow the vision of Europe to be blurred by globalisation? Should our 
only joint action be limited to a defensive position on trade against new world powers? Should we sacrifice a 
social development model that is held up as an example in many other continents? 
 
The CPMR resentfully notes the growing gap between high European ideals and the reality of the decisions 
that are been taken. What better way to discourage public opinion and discredit political action? President 
Barroso is right to talk of a “Europe on the cheap”. Let us hope that Europe will quite simply not pay the 
wrong price.” 
 
Claudio MARTINI 
President of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe (CPMR) 
President of Tuscany Region (Italy) 
 
The CPMR in brief: 
The Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe brings together 151 regions from 24 states, both 
members and non-members of the European Union. Its objective is to promote a more balanced 
development of the Union by enhancing the assets of all its areas in order to strengthen economic, social and 
territorial cohesion. 
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