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SOLIDARITY AT THE ROOT OF COHESION POLICY 
 
“The maritime dimension and the extension of the European continent are two characteristics of the Region 

of the Azores and it is for this reason that we welcome with great interest the Political Bureau of the 

Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR), where maritime policy, transport policy, 

neighbourhood, cohesion and solidarity are on the discussion table.” It is with these words that the 

President of the Region of the Azores, Carlos César opened the CPMR Political Bureau on 3 June 

2011 on the Island of Terceira (Azores, PT). 

 

The talks began with preparing the negotiation on cohesion policy and the role of the Regions in 

this process.  The Director General of DG Regio, Dirk Ahner put to the debate the issue of 

conditionality in cohesion policy post-2013, maintaining that “macroeconomic conditionality (which 

links the allocation of the structural funds to the respect of the stability pact) is no longer in the 

discussions because you cannot make regions with their development programmes responsible for the good or 

not good action of Member States.” Dirk Ahner also underlined “the need to increase the effectiveness of 

cohesion policy and also to draw lessons from past experiences” and he maintained that “other types of 

conditionality can play a role during the next programming period”. 

 

Jean-Yves Le Drian, President of the CPMR and of the Region of Brittany also expressed his views 

on cohesion: “Since 2008, economic growth in Europe has remained sluggish and public finances are in 

poor shape; this mechanically closes the door to any prospect of increasing the EU budget.” However, he 

expressed confidence that post-2014 regional policy would be for all European Regions and 

stressed the importance of having a category for intermediate Regions.  Jean-Yves Le Drian then 

declared, “the democratic winds that come from the Southern Mediterranean and which offer us long-term 

challenges and areas of work, raise the issue of the necessary development of neighbourhood policy, regional 

policy and European immigration policy.” 

 

The exchange of views continued with a discussion on the principle of European solidarity.  Mario 

Soares, former President of the Portuguese Republic expressed his frustration at the fact that this 

principle should be questioned.   He stated “As a convinced pro-European, I believe that solidarity is 

one of the basic principles of the European Union…and it is fundamental in taking Europe forward.” 

 

http://www.crpm.org/pub/agenda/1693_dirk_ahner.pdf


Finally, Jérôme Vignon, Director of France’s National Observatory on Poverty and Social 

Exclusion and the Observatory on Fuel Poverty and Philip McCann, Professor of Economic 

Geography at the University of Groningen (NL) made speeches on the role of the Regions in 

promoting a social Europe and on the territorial dimension of European solidarity.  

 

At the end of the proceedings, the Political Bureau adopted a declaration which opposes “the 

creation of a new European fund, dedicated to transport, energy and telecommunications infrastructures”. 
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