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PORTS AS FOCAL 

Having met on 15 April 2011 in Gijón (ES) with representatives of the European institutions and 
professionals from the maritime transport
Regions (CPMR) put forward their reaction
the future of the European Transport Policy published by the European Commission on 28 March 2011.

The seminar, organised at the invitation of 
Asturias and Fernando MENENDEZ REXACH
high level of convergence in the points of view expressed by a 
transport sector, on the topic “how to improve maritime accessibility of the Regions in Europe”.

“Ports not only serve a logistical purpose, they are also focal points of regional development 
generates development,” declared Jean
CPMR.  “We therefore have to develop a balanced, multi
met with Commissioner Kallas and he indicated that he would like to introduce a “peripheral”
TEN-T.  I hope that after this meeting we will succeed in preparing the maritime and port element of the peripheral 
strand of the future TEN-T.” 

On the future multi-centre European 
solely on developing major ports, selected on the basis of current tonnage
other factors on board, in particular the demographic and geopolitical development of
neighbours, a reduction in the carbon footprint and the maritime accessibility of peripheral territories.

The European Commission has also been invited to undertake all useful consultations before integrating a 
map of priority ports into the future TEN
negotiations with each of the Member States, but be organised in maritime basins, giving the Regions the 
possibility to further extend the thought process.

Jean-Eric PAQUET, Director, “Trans
European radio navigation plan”, European Commission, replied that “
rapidly and that the White Paper refers to 2050
especially with regards to “maritime traffic management and boats 

Marcelino IGLESIAS, President of Arag
put emphasis on inter-modality.  “Tra
channel this increase whilst guaranteeing territorial continuity as inter
efficient, it must be well-connected with 

The European Parliament was represented by 
Tourism Committee of the European Parliament
allocation of structural funds and that of tonnage for the choice of priority ports.  
demonstrates the defeat of previous policies based on the maintenance of a single indicator
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Ref: 

AS FOCAL POINTS FOR REGIONAL DEVELOP

on 15 April 2011 in Gijón (ES) with representatives of the European institutions and 
maritime transport sector, the Regions of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime 

their reaction to the maritime strand of the “Transport 2050” White Paper on 
he European Transport Policy published by the European Commission on 28 March 2011.

The seminar, organised at the invitation of Vicente ÁLVAREZ ARECES, President of the Principality of 
Fernando MENENDEZ REXACH, President of the Port Authority of Gijón has demonstrated a 

high level of convergence in the points of view expressed by a wide spectrum of players
or, on the topic “how to improve maritime accessibility of the Regions in Europe”.

Ports not only serve a logistical purpose, they are also focal points of regional development 
Jean-Yves LE DRIAN, President of the Region of Brittany (FR) and of the 

We therefore have to develop a balanced, multi-centre European harbour structure.   On 26 January 2011 we 
met with Commissioner Kallas and he indicated that he would like to introduce a “peripheral”

T.  I hope that after this meeting we will succeed in preparing the maritime and port element of the peripheral 

centre European harbour structure, the CPMR asked the Commission not to concentrate 
solely on developing major ports, selected on the basis of current tonnage-related criteria, but to also take 
other factors on board, in particular the demographic and geopolitical development of
neighbours, a reduction in the carbon footprint and the maritime accessibility of peripheral territories.

The European Commission has also been invited to undertake all useful consultations before integrating a 
e future TEN-T guidelines. These consultations should not be limited to bilateral 

negotiations with each of the Member States, but be organised in maritime basins, giving the Regions the 
possibility to further extend the thought process. 

Director, “Trans-European Transport Network Policy, research coordination and 
European radio navigation plan”, European Commission, replied that “the Transport Policy will not change 
rapidly and that the White Paper refers to 2050” whilst underlining the Innovation and Research aspect 

maritime traffic management and boats with clean propulsion systems

Aragón (ES) and Chair of the CPMR Transport Working Group 
Transport flows are not going to stop increasing in the coming years.  We need to 

whilst guaranteeing territorial continuity as inter-modality is essential: in order for a port to be 
th inland transport networks.” 

represented by Inès AYALA SENDER, Member
Tourism Committee of the European Parliament, who established a link between the GDP criteri
allocation of structural funds and that of tonnage for the choice of priority ports.  

defeat of previous policies based on the maintenance of a single indicator”, she declared.
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FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

on 15 April 2011 in Gijón (ES) with representatives of the European institutions and 
, the Regions of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime 

to the maritime strand of the “Transport 2050” White Paper on 
he European Transport Policy published by the European Commission on 28 March 2011. 

, President of the Principality of 
, President of the Port Authority of Gijón has demonstrated a 

wide spectrum of players in the maritime 
or, on the topic “how to improve maritime accessibility of the Regions in Europe”. 

Ports not only serve a logistical purpose, they are also focal points of regional development because infrastructure 
esident of the Region of Brittany (FR) and of the 

centre European harbour structure.   On 26 January 2011 we 
met with Commissioner Kallas and he indicated that he would like to introduce a “peripheral” strand in the future 

T.  I hope that after this meeting we will succeed in preparing the maritime and port element of the peripheral 

structure, the CPMR asked the Commission not to concentrate 
related criteria, but to also take 

other factors on board, in particular the demographic and geopolitical development of Europe and its 
neighbours, a reduction in the carbon footprint and the maritime accessibility of peripheral territories. 

The European Commission has also been invited to undertake all useful consultations before integrating a 
T guidelines. These consultations should not be limited to bilateral 

negotiations with each of the Member States, but be organised in maritime basins, giving the Regions the 

European Transport Network Policy, research coordination and 
the Transport Policy will not change 
nnovation and Research aspect 

systems.” 

and Chair of the CPMR Transport Working Group however, 
flows are not going to stop increasing in the coming years.  We need to 

modality is essential: in order for a port to be 

r of the Transport and 
the GDP criterion for the 

allocation of structural funds and that of tonnage for the choice of priority ports.  “The new 2020 Strategy 
”, she declared. 

http://www.crpm.org/pub/agenda/1625_en-draft_agenda_gijon.pdf
http://www.crpm.org/pub/agenda/1648_en_declaration_of_gijon_def.pdf
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“Accessibility is not a new challenge for the CPMR Regions that have always proclaimed the sea as an area of 
communication and connections, as a way to achieve long-term sustainable development. And we, the Atlantic Regions, 
have been pioneers in the European Union’s territorial cooperation policy, by supporting the Motorways of the Sea or 
port infrastructures.  In my opinion, that was a better policy for territorial cooperation and reducing CO2 at European 
level.  But today, TEN-T must be reviewed in an approach that enables better accessibility of the coastal regions and 
which takes account of the various actions of the integrated maritime policy” concluded Vicente ÁLVAREZ 
ARECES, President of the Principality of Asturias. 

And in particular on CO2 reductions, the CPMR regrets the lack of maritime ambition and indicated during 
the seminar that the 2001 White Paper gave rise to the Motorways of the Sea, whilst that of 2011 does not 
propose an instrument for the massive modal shift from road to sea, which is nevertheless indispensable in 
order to achieve the major objective of decarbonisation. 
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