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WHAT REGIONAL AID FOR EUROPEAN BUSINESSES AFTER 2006? 
 

In an attempt to respond to this difficult question, a debate was held on Monday 18 April in Oviedo 

(Asturias, E) between the European Commission, 5 Member States and some thirty European regions. This 

seminar, organised at extremely short notice by Asturias Region and the Conference of Peripheral Maritime 

Regions of Europe, aimed to rapidly explore some initial ideas for a system of aid that would be both 

effective and fair in the future Europe of 27.  

The Commission’s first proposal last January resulted in drastically eliminating all possibilities for 

substantial aid outside the convergence regions. Since then, DG Competition has showed itself to be open to 

detailed discussions on this issue in the person of Mr Tenreiro, Member of Commissioner Neelie Kroes’s 

Cabinet. A number of points of view were expressed, which will surely be useful to the President of 

Asturias, Mr Areces, rapporteur on this issue for the Committee of the Regions, which also backed the event. 

Among the many proposals put forward by the delegates, one scenario seems to be emerging as a 

possibility. This would consist of a limited integration of territories suffering from permanent handicaps, 

fragile rural areas and regions hit by major problems of industrial decline, combined with caps on aid 

determined by region. Over the next few weeks, it remains to flesh out these outline proposals and take 

forward discussions with the Commission’s services. 
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